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The Connected Home 

Discover New Possibilities With 
Today's Technology 



TODAY A WIDE VARIETY of digital devices and technologies 
work together to make all kinds of information available when- 
ever and wherever you need it. Stream movies to your home the- 
ater; download photos from a relative overseas to a photo frame 
in your living room; or upload music from your MP3 player to 
your car. Whatever you want to do, there's a product out there 
to help you do it. Use this digital home blueprint to identify the 
types of things you want to do, and then go to the appropriate 
pages to learn about related products and technologies. 
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ce news 



COMPILED BY ANDREW LeIBMAN 



IEEE OKs New WiMAX Standard 

The IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) just rubber-stamped the latest evolution of WiMAX, which could 
support download speeds in excess of 300Mbps. The standard, also known as WirelessMAN-Advanced or WiMAX-2, is 
seeing stiff competition from LTE (Long-Term Evolution), which is a similar technology, but has the backing of a different 
standards body. One feature that is helping the new revision outstrip its predecessor is MIMO (multiple-in, multiple out), 
which uses multiple antennas to send and receive simultaneous data streams. 

Source: IEEE 




Phishing Report 

The Anti-Phishing Working Group just released its latest 

Global Phishing Survey, which found that 67,677 phishing 

attacks occurred in the last half of 201 0, which is a sharp 

increase compared to the first part of the year when 48,244 

phishing attacks occurred. The good news is that the rise likely 

has less to do with more phishing attacks occurring and more 

to do with better reporting about attacks perpetrated against Chinese victims. Online gamers were also big targets for 

phishers; World of Warcraft and Battle.net accounted for 1 8% of worldwide phishing attacks. 

Source: Anti-Phishing Working Group 



I APWG I 
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OPEN 



marketplace 

Legitimate Video Streaming Spikes 
While P2P Traffic Slumps 

The network security firm Arbor Networks just reported that P2P (peer-2-peer) file sharing ac- 
tivity, much of which consists of pirated copyright-protected media, has fallen sharply while 
legitimate video streaming services, such as Netflix, YouTube, and Flash have grown. In 
2007, P2P activity accounted for over 30% of Web traffic, but it now ranks fourth, with only 
8% of the IPv4 traffic share. Arbor Networks also reports that global P2P traffic is in decline. 

Source: Arbor Networks 



Top IPv4 Web-based 
Applications 




Is Your 

Smartphone 

Obsolete? 

A recent study asked a sample 
of U.S. smartphone owners 
if they thought their smart- 
phones were currently 
obsolete or would become 
obsolete before the end of 
their contract term, and 62% 
said yes. If given favorable 
terms, 48% said they would 
be willing to upgrade to a new 
phone early. Just 20% of the 
respondents said being tied to a 
smartphone was acceptable. 

Source: Retrevo 





tidbits 

Ovum reports that the digital 

music industry will be worth 

$20 billion in 

revenues by 

2015, largely 

thanks to 

subscription 

services, 

which will 

see a compound 

annual growth of more than 60% 

between now and 2015. 

Source: Ovum 

ebook net sales increased 
by 1 1 5.8% between January 
201 and January 201 1 , from 
$32.4 million to $69.9 million. 
Downloadable audio books are 
also selling well, up 8.8% from 
the previous year, from $6 mil- 
lion to $6.5 million. 

Source: Association of 
American Publishers 

A new report suggests that the 
global tablet PC market will be 
worth $49 billion by 201 5. Over 
the next four years, tablets will 
become one of the most popular 
consumer electronics categories, 
behind only TVs and PCs. In 201 5, 
tablet sales will see an 800% in- 
crease compared to 201 0. 

Source: Strategy Analytics 

Last year, 275 European-based 
businesses lost 72,000 laptops 
at a total cost of $1 .8 billion. A 
small fraction 
of that figure f 
covers the 
cost of the 
laptops 
themselves, 
but most of 
the financial 
burden comes from mitigating the 
data breach and accounting for 
lost productivity, legal fees, and 
lost intellectual property. 
Source: P on em on Institute/ Intel 
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CE Retailer 
Support & Services 

Flexible Assistance When You Need It Most 



The proliferation of the Internet and online shopping has been a boon to consumers, but the greatest benefits of 
online shopping come when paired with the tried-and-true brick-and-mortar store, which also offers a host of 
in-person services and support, along with help over the phone and on the Web. 



In Store 

When you visit a Best Buy store, you have access to a host of services, 
including professional consultation and installation services, recy- 
cling kiosks, and in-store pickup for online purchases. Whether you 
need the Geek Squad to configure your new computer for you, seek 
advice on business technologies, drop off some old ink cartridges, or 
guarantee the product you need will be waiting for you at customer 
service, it's all there in the store. 

Additional programs let you make the most of old electronics. Rather 
than toss them in the landfill, you can get a gift card or check for 
their value using Best Buy's Trade-in program. Similarly, the Best Buy 
Buy Back program can be added to any new product purchase for an 
added cost, giving you an easy way to future-proof your technology. 
When you bring a device back in good working condition with its 
included accessories, you can receive up to 50% of its original pur- 
chase price. 



At Home, On The Phone & Online 

While a brick-and-mortar Best Buy store has its benefits, there are 
many more ways to tap into Best Buy's support and services. Beyond 
your typical in-home services, such as delivery, installations, and re- 
pairs, are Geek Squad consultations for your home theater, network, 
or computer setups. By picking up the phone, you can access Best 
Buy customer service via its toll-free number (1 -888-BEST BUY) or talk 
to associates at your local store. Online you'll find ©Twelpforce on 
Twitter for immediate Blue Shirt assistance, Q&A message boards on 
Bestbuy.com, order status and history, repair information, and more to 
help you quickly get the answers you need. 
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HOME THEATER 



EXPLORE YOUR NEEDS 



HT Considerations 



While you can compare and contrast your options for a home-theater solution simply 
by looking at product tags, there are additional factors that will help you further pin- 
point which HDTV, audio setup, disc player, etc., fits your specific needs. To learn 
which products are your best options, review the questions below and discuss your 
answers with a sales associate. 



Audio 



HDTVs 



i 



Are you shopping for a flat-panel HDTV to replace a standard tube TV? If so, the size 
of your new TV can be slightly larger. 

Which of the following best suits your environment? An HDTV that takes up floor 
space but offers screen sizes up to 80 inches, an ultra-thin HDTV, or an HDTV that 
can be viewed from a wide angle? These characteristics can narrow your choice 
between RPTV, LCD, LED-LCD, or plasma HDTVs. See page 16. 

Does your home-theater room contain a lot of natural light or is it completely 
dark? This important factor can also help you determine if you should get an 
RPTV, LCD, LED-LCD, or plasma HDTV. See page 16. 

Do you plan on connecting HD components, such 
as a BD player or game console, to your HDTV? 
You might need a certain number of HDMI inputs. 

Are you going to use the HDTV to enjoy fast-ac- 
tion flicks, sports, or gaming? You'll need to make 
sure your new set has an adequate refresh rate for 
the best-looking on-screen images. 

Is social networking, retrieving Web or home 
network media, and accessing online ser- 
vices, such as Netflix, on the HDTV impor- 
tant to you? HDTV models offer different 
online features, so you'll need to find 
one that fits your needs. Also, consider if 
you want a TV that connects to the Web 
wired or wirelessly. 



Accessories 



i 




i 



Are optimal A/V results what 
you want to enjoy in your 
home theater? Be sure you 
have the best cables to send 
signals from one device to 
another. See page 12. 



No matter the home-theater device you 
choose, do you want to protect your new 
investment? A surge protector not only 
will prevent power spikes and surges 
from damaging your device, but it might 
also be able to deliver clean power. 



How big is your HT room? This 
will help you pick the right- 
sized audio solution, such as a 
soundbar; a 5.1- or 7.2-channel 
surround-sound system; or in- 
wall speakers. 

Would you prefer selecting an 
all-in-one audio solution or 
individual speakers and com- 
ponents, such as a disc player 
and AV receiver? If you want 
a simple solution, an all-in-one 
HTiB (home theater in a box) is 
probably the best route. 

Do you want to stream 
satellite radio, audio tracks 
saved on your network, 
Web stations, or online ser- 
vices, such as Napster and 
iTunes? An A/V receiver, In- 
ternet radio player, or other 
streaming audio device will 
need to be added to your 
HT setup. 

For a clean and modern look, 
do you want to avoid audio 
cables as much as possible? 
Select HTiBs have rear wire- 
less speakers, and whole- 
house wireless audio solutions 
are available. 



When you bring home your new 
HDTV, will your current TV furniture 
be outdated or too small? There are 
many options for a new HDTV, such 
as stands, wall mounts, and stands 
with built-in mounts. See page 10. 
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HOW TO BUY 



HT Furniture 



Enjoy The Best In Comfort & Functionality 




You've selected your home-theater components; now you just 
need furniture to put them in (or on) and a place to sit for view- 
ing enjoyment. Adding class, comfort, and functionality, high- 
quality home-theater furniture can go a long way in terms of 
benefits. Here's a look at some of the many options available. 



Seating 



Design your own seating arrangement with high-end recliners 
that can be attached in different configurations. These provide a 
comfortable place to relax as you watch movies and TV shows 
for long periods of time. 

Some recliner chairs feature arm rests with built-in cup holders, 
so drinks are always kept within reach. 

A variety of colors and fabrics are available to match your 
home-theater decor. 









Component Storage 

• A/V component racks (also known as A/V 
towers) provide shelves that can house home- 
theater equipment such as an A/V receiver 
and Blu-ray Disc player. 

• If you want to hide your devices, enclosed models 
are available. Infrared-friendly glass doors give some 
racks the ability to receive remote control signals. 

• Many A/V component racks include built- 
in cable management to help you organize 
home-theater cables. 



Speaker Stands 

• Home-theater speakers are often too large or 
heavy for typical room furniture. Speaker stands 
provide a sturdy base and may offer more flex- 
ibility with speaker placement. 

• Some speaker stands are height adjustable, let- 
ting you set the speakers at ear level. 

• Many models include mount brackets, so speak- 
ers are safely bolted to stands. 



Storage Furniture 

• Ottomans and coffee tables with built-in storage 
are convenient for holding your discs, video 
games, remote controls, and more. 

• Most ottomans have cushioned tops, making 
them ideal for additional seating or a foot rest. 

• A coffee table can prevent accidental food or 
beverage spills because you can place your 
favorite snacks and beverages on it while you 
enjoy movies and shows. 
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HOME THEATER 



Bigger Gets Better 

70-inch Sharp AQUOS Quattron 
LC-70LE732U LED TV 



Sharp continues to redefine the large-screen TV category by introducing the industry's first 70-inch LED TV, the AQUOS 
LC-70LE732U ($3,299.99; www.sharpusa.com). The combination of this new size and Sharp's exclusive Quattron quad pixel 
technology, Full HD 1080p resolution, a 120Hz Fine Motion Advanced refresh rate, and a brand-new suite of Internet-connected 
TV features including built-in Wi-Fi and streaming 
services make this a home-theater addition you can 
build your home viewing experience around. 



The Large-Screen Advantage 

Offering advanced features, Sharp's 70-inch 
AQUOS Quattron LED TV is built with value 
in mind, and it offers 62% more screen area 
than a 55-inch TV. With built-in Quattron 
technology, you'll enjoy high-end picture 
quality and a fully immersive TV experience. 
The HDTV's quad pixel technology adds a 
fourth subpixel (yellow) to the traditional red/ 
green/blue pixel structure, making it possible 
to see vivid colors, such as deep golds, yel- 
lows, and more realistic ocean blues. And 
because it uses a full-array LED backlight, the 
video brightness and color is more uniform. 

With built-in Wi-Fi, it's easier than ever to con- 
nect to the most popular online services such 
as CinemaNow, Netflix, and Napster. DLNA 
compatibility allows you to conveniently share 
video between a PC and the TV, and the IP 
Control feature can tie the TV in to a home con- 
trol system such as Control4. Plus, with the help 
of Sharp's real-time customer support service, 
AQUOS Advantage Live, you can be sure you 
have the best-looking picture in your home. 

For the video game enthusiast, the 70-inch LC- 
70LE732U can create the most thrilling game ex- 
periences, and not just due to the big screen. The 
Vyper Drive game mode is designed to minimize 
the lag time between a game console and the 
TV, all but eliminating that annoying delay. 




AQUOS Quattron LC-70LE732U LED TV 
$3,299.99 | SKU: 2047632 | www.sharpusa.com 



Key Features 






• Full HD 1080p full array LED TV 






• Quad Pixel Plus technology 






• Built-in Wi-Fi with Internet-connected TV 


servi 


ces 


• Inputs: 4 HDMI, 2 USB, 1 PC, 1 Ethernet, 


and 1 


RS-232C 


• Meets Energy Star requirements 
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HOME THEATER 



Get The Best HDMI 
Cable For The Job 

Standard Or High Speed: Which Is Right For You? 





Your home-theater A/V receiver, disc player, and other 
devices can generate incredible high-resolution images, 
and certainly your HDTV can render those images to 
perfection. But if you don't have the appropriate cables 
connecting your components, you're not seeing the best 
picture that your equipment has to offer. 




It's important to know there are two completely different 
categories of HDMI cable available for connecting your home- 
theater equipment. They both send data to and from the de- 
vice you use to display video, but one type of HDMI cable is 
faster than the other, and that speed can affect how crisp and 
detailed your images appear. 



Standard HDMI 
Cables 

A standard HDMI cable can 
transmit video data at up to 
2.25Gbps, which can sup- 
port resolutions up to 1080L 
This means that the typical 
720por 1080i HD signal 
can be transmitted from your 
source devices to your HDTV 
without any problems with a 
standard HDMI cable. 



High-Speed HDMI Cables 

High-speed HDMI cables can transmit video at 10.2Gbps or higher, which is 
more than four times as fast as standard-speed cables. Those higher speeds are 
plenty fast enough to support resolutions up to 1 080p HD or even higher. If your 
home-theater or gaming equipment can generate a 1080p HD or higher resolu- 
tion, you'll need a high-speed HDMI cable to enjoy images that look the best they 
can be. High-speed cables are also backward-compatible with devices that output 
up to 720p or 1080i HD resolutions, making them an ideal choice for future- 
proofing your home theater. 

If you intend to watch 3D HDTV, that too requires a high-speed HDMI cable, because 3D 
transmission involves sending a great deal of data very quickly to your HDTV. 
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HOME THEATER 



EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 

The Best Seat In Town 

Epson's PowerLite Home Cinema 705HD 

HD home-theater entertainment doesn't need to stay within a single room in your home. With the lightweight and portable (5.1 pounds) 
Epson PowerLite Home Cinema 705HD ($699; www.epson.com), you can create cinematic experiences in a variety of settings, such as a 
video game-themed birthday party, sporting event gathering, or family movie night in high-def. 




Vibrant Video Results 



t 



Unlike projectors that employ a 
single chip to deliver video, the 
PowerLite Home Cinema 705HD 
uses three color chips to blend color more effectively. 
This 3 LCD technology offers rich and vibrant video 
that will make you feel like you're in the middle of 
the action. And with WXGA resolution (1,280 x 800), 
you'll be able to view your favorite content in wide- 
screen 720p high definition. 



Maximize Your Media 

A variety of source inputs, including HDMI, VGA, 
S-Video, and Composite, are built in so you can con- 
nect many different home-theater components as well 
as game consoles. A USB port is also available, letting 
photo enthusiasts use a slideshow feature to loop play- 
back of JPEG images for an old carousel projector feel. 



J 



Bright Enough For Any Environment 

The PowerLite Home Cinema 705HD projects with 2,500 lu- 
mens of color and white light, so images will be as easy to see in 
a room filled with natural light as they would be in a completely 
dark room. You can place the projector anywhere it's conve- 
nient, from 3 feet to 33 feet from the wall or screen, and enjoy a 
great-looking picture. 



Key Features 

• Brilliant color: 2,500 lumens of color and white light output 
and 3 LCD technology 

• HD detail: 720p HD; WXGA 1,280 x 800 resolution 

• Flexible connectivity: HDMI, VGA, S-Video, Composite, and 
USB 2.0 

• Easy setup: 1 .2X optical zoom, auto keystone +/- 30 degrees 

• Optimized viewing: seven color modes to match different 
environments and image content 
Energy-efficient E-TORL lamp: lasts up to 4,000 hours 
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Klipsch 



Audio With 
Precision 

Klipsch Next Gen 
Icon Speakers 

Great-sounding audio is just as important as great-looking video in your 
home theater. So, whether you plan to watch blockbuster movies or listen to 
all the detailed subtleties of your favorite music, the Klipsch Icon speakers 
(www.klipsch.com) deliver. 



KF-28 



KF-26 



KB- 15 



Klipsch 
KS-14 



A Sound Like No Other 

Available in center channel, bookshelf, surround, and two floorstanding models, 
the latest Klipsch Icon speakers are designed to fill that sonic hole in your enter- 
tainment life. Several technologies make these speakers sound like models that 
cost significantly more. Here are a few: 




Designed particularly for medium to 
larger sized home theaters, Klipsch's pat- 
ented Tractrix® Horn technology utilizes 
a 90-degree-by-90-degree horn to evenly 
disperse sound across a wider zone. The 
result is an optimal audio experience. 
To reproduce clear and distortion-free 
audio, Klipsch's new Icon speakers 
feature a 1-inch, solid-formed metallic, 
high-frequency diaphragm that works 
with a precise phasing plug. The Icon's 
Linear Travel Suspension also generates 
smoother and more detailed high- 
frequency sounds. 



The Klipsch Icon center channel and 
floorstanding units have dual woofers 
that pair a light and rigid diaphragm 
with an oversized motor structure. 
This lets you enjoy a full-range audio 
performance that's precise enough to 
accurately reproduce high-fidelity live 
musical performances and immersive 
movie soundtracks. 
The floorstanding models feature 
a direct-coupled, front-firing port, 
which ensures that, no matter 
where you place the speakers, 
airflow exits the cabinet without 



Affordable Audio 

The Klipsch Icon series consists of the 
KF-28 floorstanding speakers ($899 pair 
or $449.50 each), KF-26 floorstanding 
speakers ($699 pair or $349.50 each), 
KB-15 bookshelf speakers ($249 pair), 
KS-14 surround speakers ($279 pair), 
and KC-25 center channel speaker 
($249 each). 



obstruction, which lets the 
speakers deliver deep, thudding 
bass free of distortion for those 
exciting cinematic moments. 
With a black ash finish and front 
grilles, the Klipsch Icon series 
speakers make an attractive 
addition to any home-theater room. 
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HOME THEATER 



ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



LED TVs 



^C What's an LED TV? 

A More accurately called an LED-LCD, it's a liquid- 
crystal display TV with a backlight made of light- 
emitting diodes instead of the CCFLs (cold-cathode 
fluorescent lamps) used in a traditional LCD. 



Q. 



What's a backlight? 

This is a light source that gives an LCD its brightness. 

The light shines through tiny, colored slots to form an 
image on-screen, with an electrically controlled liquid- 
crystal layer governing the luminance. 



W What are CCFLs? 

A These slim fluorescent lamps, similar to the lighting in 
a store or office, have long been used in LCD computer 
monitors and HDTVs. However, they're not as power ef- 
ficient as LEDs. 



Q, 



How does LED's power efficiency benefit TV buyers? 

A An LED TV will typically use less electricity than a 
regular LCD and much less than a plasma TV. That 
means savings on your electricity bill. 



Q, 



How does an LED backlight affect picture quality? 

A Depending on the LEDs used in a particular TV, the 
picture can be brighter than a traditional LCD's, with 
higher contrast and more lifelike colors. 



Q 



Are there different types of LED backlights? 

Yes, there are. Mainstream and/or stylishly 
thin LED TVs incorporate edge backlighting. 

More upscale LED TVs use what is called full-array 

LED backlights. 



Q 



What is edge backlighting? 

An edge-lit LED TV has its backlights lined up 
around the four edges of its screen, like the CCFLs 

in a traditional LCD. A reflective panel bounces the 

light through the screen. 



QWhy would I want an LED TV with edge 
backlighting? 

Edge lighting reduces a mainstream LED-LCD's 
price premium over an ordinary LCD. Edge- 

backlit LED TVs can also be made physically thin 

for better aesthetics. 



Q 



What is full-array backlighting? 

Instead of a reflective panel behind the screen, a full- 
array LED TV features a bank of white LEDs. These 
shine directly out of the screen without reflection. 



Q 



What are the benefits of full-array backlighting? 

Full-array LEDs tend to cost more, but they generally pro- 
duce a brighter and more evenly lit picture. Another perk 
called local dimming delivers darker blacks and whiter whites. 
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HDTVs 

Screen Technology 
Differences 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) 




LCDs can use one of two 
backlight technologies. 
CCFLs (cold cathode fluo- 
rescent lamps) are the most 
common, but LEDs are the 
latest backlight technology to 
hit the LCD scene. (See the 
"LED" section for more info 
on LED TVs.) 
Pros 

• The thin profiles and light 
weight of LCDs make them 
easy to mount on a wall. 

• Power demands are a bit 
lower than comparably 
sized plasma displays and 
considerably lower than 
CRT televisions. 

Cons 

• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer 
effect, but with improved 



LCD technology, the effect 
is barely perceptible. 

• When pixels stick on or 
off, they show up as either 
a pinpoint of bright light or 
black, which can be dis- 
tracting on-screen. 

• From certain viewing an- 
gles, LCDs will lose video 
contrast and color. 

• LCDs with CCFL back- 
lighting suffer from 
leaking light, and unlike 
LEDs, they can't dim cer- 
tain areas on-screen. This 
may result in blacks and 
whites that appear to be 
more gray in color. 

Best For 

• Streaming PC content 

• Bright, sunny rooms 



LED (light-emitting diode) 



LED TVs are actually a type 
of LCD TV. These sets use 
one of two LED backlight 
technologies: 

• Full-array lighting places 
LEDs behind the screen 
in a grid pattern, letting 
the TV dim certain LEDs 
for the best contrast ratios 
available. 

• Edge-lit sets have LEDs 
placed around the frame 
of the TV, and light is 
directed toward the 
center of the screen. 
Edge-lit models cost less 
than full-array sets and 
are a lot thinner. 

Pros 

• By using LEDs, these sets 
use a lot less electricity 
than other HDTVs, and 



they don't contain harmful 
mercury. 

• Overall, LED TVs are one- 
third thinner than other 
LCD TVs and have longer 
life spans. 

• Plasmas are well-known 
for their deep blacks, crisp 
whites, and fast response 
times, but LED TVs closely 
match in performance. 

Cons 

• These sets are costly be- 
cause they feature a rela- 
tively new technology. 

• Blooming, or a halo effect, 
may encircle bright images 
that are on dark back- 
grounds. 

Best For 

• Eco-conscious viewers 

• Fast-paced gaming 



Plasma 



Pros 

• A plasma TV's phosphors light up 
evenly across the screen to create 
images, which are consistently 
bright and clear with vibrant 
colors. 

• The contrast ratio is high, so you'll 
see some of the darkest blacks and 
brightest whites. 



The design and technology of 

plasma TVs lend themselves to 

large screen sizes — typically 42 

inches or greater. 

Rapid pixel response means no 

blurry motion. 

Wide viewing angles give you the 

same high-quality images on-screen 

no matter where in the room you 

happen to be sitting. 



Cons 

• Some plasmas are susceptible to image 
burn-in if not cared for properly. 

• Low air pressure and high altitudes 
may cause plasmas to buzz. 

• Some plasmas have highly reflective 
glass, which isn't ideal in sunny settings. 

Best For 

• Large groups who watch TV together 

• Movies or sports with nonstop action 



RPTV (rear-projection TV) 

Pros 

• RPTVs are surprisingly lightweight for 
their sizes. 

• You'll find exceptional picture quality 
on very big screens (typically 60 inches 
and larger). 



• As screens get bigger, RPTVs tend to 
be more cost-effective than an LCD, 
LED, or plasma TV. 

Cons 

• With depths of 1 6 to 24 inches, these 
TVs are far too big and bulky to mount 
on a wall. 
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• RPTVs require lamp replacements 
every few years. 

Best For 

• Anyone who wants to bring a 
cinematic experience home 

• Big, roomy home theaters 
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Should You Get An LCD Or LED-LCD TV? 



So you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. LCDs use different kinds of lights to project an 
image onto the screen. A traditional LCD uses CCFLs or EEFLs whereas new LED-LCDs use LEDs. Here's a look at what sets apart a few of the 
latest LCD and LED-LCD TVs. 



Light 
projection 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight*** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 
& Outputs 



Refresh 
rate** 



What It Means 




Insignia 
NS-37L760A12 

MSRP: $429.99* 
SKU 1894273 



How images 
are projected 
on-screen; type 
of backlight an 
LED-LCD uses 

CCFL 



Samsung 
LN46D630 

MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 2122306 



CCFL 



The diago- Height x width A fixed TV 

nal measure- x depth; How resolution; 

ment of the much the TV images are 

TV's screen weighs best dis- 



37 inches 



46 inches 



22.9x37.8x3.5 
inches; 25 
pounds 



The angle at Inputs let you 

which the connect devices; 

viewer can Outputs transfer 

see the screen information to pe- 



played in this clearly 



26.5x43.9x3.2 
inches; 41 .2 
pounds 



1 78 degrees 



N/A 



ripherals 

3 HDMI, 1 
Component, 1 
Composite, 1 PC, 
2 audio 



4 HDMI, 2 Component, 
2 Composite, 1 PC, 2 
USB, 1 Digital Audio, 1 
Audio Out, 1 PC Audio 
Input, 1 DVI 



Speed at 
which a 
screen is re- 
drawn every 
second 



60Hz 



120Hz 




Sony 
KDL-46EX500 

MSRP: $1,099.99* 
SKU 9763279 



CCFL 



46 inches 



26.52x42.5x4 
inches; 41 .2 
pounds 



178 



4 HDMI, 2 
Component, 2 
Composite, 1 PC, 
4 audio 



120Hz 




*W 



Toshiba 
55G310U 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 2363655 



CCFL 



55 inches 



33.49x52.8 
x4.09 inches; 
66.8 pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 1 
Component, 1 PC, 
1 USB 



120Hz 




Toshiba 
40SL412U 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 2047599 



LED (N/A) 



40 inches 



23.5x37.83x 
1 .38 inches; 
31.31 pounds 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 1 
Component, 1 
Composite, 1 PC, 
1 USB 



60Hz 



Q 
O 




LG 55LV5500 

MSRP: $2,099.99* 
SKU 2127452 



LED (N/A) 



55 inches 



30.6x51.1x1.2 
inches; 51 .1 
pounds 



N/A 



4 HDMI, 2 
Component, 2 
USB; 1 audio 
output 



120Hz 




Sony KDL-60EX723 

MSRP: $3,199.99* 
SKU 2355847 



LED (N/A) 



60 inches 



33.03x54. 69x 
1 .61 inches; 
55.8 pounds 



1 78 degrees 



4 HDMI, 1 
Component, 2 
Composite, 1 PC, 1 
Ethernet, 2 audio 



120Hz 




Sharp 
LC-70LE732U 

MSRP: $3,299.99* 
SKU 2047632 



LED (full array) 



70 inches 



38.4x63. 5x 
3.5 inches; 
92.6 pounds 



1 76 degrees 



4 HDMI, 1 
Component, 2 
Composite, 1 
Ethernet, 1 PC, 2 
USB; 2 audio outputs 



120Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 



* Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing apples to oranges. 
For more in-depth information about refresh rates, please ask a sales associate. 



FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse/ June 2011 17 



HOME THEATER 



Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 



If you're planning to buy a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to this 
chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight*** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh 
rate** 



What It Means 



Insignia 
NS-42P650A11 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 9748831 



The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 



42 inches 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 



24.9x40.6x2.8 
inches; 49.6 
pounds 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 

72 Op 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



N/A 



Inputs let you 
connect your 
components 
to your TV 



2 HDMI, 

2 Component, 

1 Composite 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 

2 audio 



Speed at 
which a 
screen is re- 
drawn every 
second 

600Hz 




Insignia 
NS-50P650A11 

MSRP: $697.99* 
SKU 9745916 



50 inches 



31.3x47.4x2.8 
inches; 50.7 
pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 

2 Component, 

1 Composite 



2 audio 



600Hz 



Panasonic VIERA 
TC-P46X3 

MSRP: $699.95* 
SKU 2125242 



46 inches 27.7x44.4x3.7 720p 
inches; 58.5 
pounds 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 

1 Component, 

1 Composite, 

2 USB, 

1 Ethernet 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Samsung 
PN51D450A2 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 2135081 



51 inches 



27.9x46.9x2.3 
inches; 49.6 
pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 
2 Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 USB 



1 audio 



600Hz 



Samsung 
PN51D490A1 

MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 2135072 



51 inches 



27.9x46.9x2.3 
inches; 49.6 
pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 
2 Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 USB 



1 audio 



600Hz 






Panasonic VIERA 
TC-P55ST30 

MSRP: $1,799.95* 
SKU 2201056 



55.1 inches 



32x52.2x2.8 
inches; 72.8 
pounds 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 

1 Component, 

1 Composite, 

2 USB, 

1 Ethernet 



1 audio 



600Hz 



LG 50PZ950 

MSRP: $1,899.99* 
SKU 2355222 



49.9 inches 



28.3x46.7x2 
inches; 62.2 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI, 
2 Component, 
2 Composite, 
2 USB 1 PC, 
1 Ethernet 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Samsung 
PN59D6500D 

MSRP: $2,199.99* 
SKU 2254075 



59 inches 32.6x54.3x1.5 1080p 
inches; 67.5 
pounds 



N/A 



4 HDMI, 
2 Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 USB, 1 PC, 
1 Ethernet 



1 audio 



600Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 



* Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing apples to oranges. 
For more in-depth information about refresh rates, please ask a sales associate. 
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NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




WALL MOUNTS & 
BRACKETS 

View your HDTV from the 
best possible angle 
• Adjust your TV's position 
by tilting it up or down 
as needed 

Maximize space in your 
viewing room by hanging 
up your TV 




CLEANING KIT 



Protect your HDTV's 
screen by using specially 
formulated sprays and 
cloths while cleaning it 
Eliminate the danger of 
scratching delicate screens 
No-drip formulas prevent 
damage to other home- 
theater equipment 




CORD-CONCEALMENT 
KIT 

• Hide multiple cords while 
keeping them organized 
and minimize cord clutter 
Keep the focus on your 
new HDTV, not the cords 
connected to it 




TV STANDS 



Offer flexibility if you're un- 
able to mount your HDTV 
on the wall 

Available in a variety of fin- 
ishes to match any decor 
Provide a place for addi- 
tional home-theater equip- 
ment 




HDMI CABLES 



Carry uncompressed digital audio and video sig- 
nals to and from your HDTV and its components 
• Eliminate interference from other components 
with shielding (found in higher-end cables) 



As you head toward the HDTV section of your local con- 
sumer electronics store, you'll invariably pass shelves of 
bland-looking HDTV accessories. There are a handful of 
accessories that are vital to getting the most from your 
HDTV. The following is a rundown of the accessories we 
recommend to complete your home-theater setup. 





I 



UNIVERSAL REMOTE 
CONTROL 

• Simplify your home-theater 
setup with one remote that 
can control all of your 
components 

• Program different functions 
so that you will be able to 
watch a movie by pressing 
just one button, for example 
Easily view options in the 
dark with a backlit LCD 




SURGE PROTECTORS & 
POWER CONDITIONERS 

Protect your home theater 
from potential damage 
by using a surge protector 
that will absorb electrical 
fluctuations 
• Filter out "dirty power" (also 
known as electrical "noise" 
or radio interference) that 
can degrade your home the- 
ater's audio and video with 
a power conditioner 
Have peace of mind know- 
ing that your home theater 
will give you its peak per- 
formance for the longest 
amount of time 




SURROUND-SOUND 
SYSTEM 

• Maximize your HDTV 
experience with theater- 
like audio 

• Feel like you're in the 
movie scene instead of 
just watching it 

Even out softer and louder 
programming with an 
equalizer 




HOME-THEATER 
SERVICES 

A home theater is a pretty 
big investment, so it's wise to 
consider letting a professional 
handle your installation and 
setup. Let your local CE retailer 
tackle the following tasks, and 
you'll be able to enjoy the full 
glory of HD in no time. 

Home Theater In-Home 
Consultation 
TV Recycling 
TV Calibration 
TV Mounting & Cord 
Concealment 
Remote Control Pro- 
gramming 
• Speaker Setup 
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HDTV Glossary 



Balderdash! OK, HDTV jargon 
isn't quite that bad, but there 
are a few terms that every 
shopper needs to know. Here 
is your cheat sheet. 

aspect ratio — Put simply, it's the shape 
of the TV's screen. An HDTV has a 
wider picture than a traditional TV of 
the same vertical screen height. An 
HDTV has a 16:9 aspect ratio, meaning 
that if its screen were 16 inches wide, 
it would be 9 inches tall. A regular 4:3 
TV screen would be 12 inches wide at 
the same 9-inch height. 

HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface) — A type of cable connec- 
tion that carries both high-resolution 
video and uncompressed multichannel 
audio between HDTVs, home-theater 
receivers, and the other components re- 
quired for your home-theater setup. 
HDMI cables maintain top picture and 
sound quality. 

HD tuner — A built-in tuner for receiving 
local high-def broadcast TV channels. 
You won't need one if you have cable 
or satellite service. Most HDTVs include 
one, but separate HD tuners and an- 
tennas are available if your TV doesn't 
have one. 



interlaced — When an HDTV displays 
an interlaced image, as in 1080i or 
480i resolutions, it really shows you 
every other horizontal line of a frame 
of video (called a field) at a time. Sixty 
times a second, the TV displays the 
other field of the frame, or the lines 
not shown in the previous field. 
Interlaced video can appear to flicker 
or might cause moving objects on- 
screen to have blurred edges. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) — Like 
a notebook's screen, an LCD HDTV 
uses a fluid crystal substance to form 
pixels of color in front of a back- 
light. LCDs may not be able to match 
plasma TVs' deep black and gray 
areas, but they're lighter, sometimes 
less fragile, and considered easier to 
set up. These work better in brighter 
rooms or if you will be playing un- 
changing images on the screen for an 
extended period of time. 

plasma — Plasma TVs use a tiny tube 
of gas for each pixel, and electricity 
makes each pixel glow. Plasmas 
create deeper blacks and some- 
times brighter colors than LCDs and 
have better contrast. These also offer 
slightly better viewing angles. How- 
ever, older or less expensive models 
can also suffer from permanent screen 



damage if an unchanging image, such 
as a TV channel's stock ticker or parts 
of certain video games, is displayed 
too long. 

progressive scan — A TV showing a 
progressively scanned image, as in 
1080p or 720p resolutions, displays a 
full frame of video (both odd-lined and 
even-lined fields) all at once. Progressive 
scan video looks sharper than interlaced 
does and doesn't flicker. 

projection — Some large-screen HDTVs 
offer lower-priced alternatives to LCDs 
or plasmas by using projection tech- 
nologies. These technologies vary, 
but all projection TVs throw light on 
a screen from the front or rear. This 
means they are bulkier than plasmas 
or LCDs, but some sets have stellar 
picture quality. 

viewing angle — No matter where you 
sit in front of an HDTV with a wide 
viewing angle, such as 170 degrees, its 
picture should look reasonably good. 
Test this before you buy. 

widescreen — A TV or monitor that's 
wider horizontally in relation to its 
vertical height. HDTVs typically have 
a 16:9 aspect ratio rather than an 
older 4:3 display. 
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COVER STORY 



Samsung NX100 
Interchangeable 
Lens Camera 

D-SLR Performance In A 
Compact Camera ^ 

The Samsung NX1 00 camera ($549.99; www.samsung.com) isn't 
a D-SLR or a point-and-shoot model. This retro-styled, compact 
camera is actually a hybrid of the two, and the interchangeable 
lenses it supports will change the way you take pictures. 



Samsung NX100 Interchangeable Lens Camera 
$549.99 | www.samsung.com 




NX Lenses With i-Function 

The NX100 accepts Samsung NX mount 
lenses, which produce sharp image results 
with a very close focus. What's more, all NX 
lenses use Samsung's innovative i-Function 
technology. Simply touch the i-Function 
button on the side of any NX lens, and you 
can quickly change the camera's settings, 
such as the shutter speed and aperture, by 
adjusting the focal ring. The NX1 00 camera 
comes with a 20-50mm NX lens, but you 
can add the optically stabilized Samsung 
50-200mm NX Telephoto Lens ($299.99) to 
capture great up-close shots from afar. 



Clear 
Information 

With a 3-inch AMOLED 
screen, the NXIOO's 
menu system is simple 
to understand and easy 
to navigate. In Live View 
mode, the display gives 
you an instant preview of 
your shot composition, so 
you won't have to squint 
through a tiny viewfinder. 
And it's bright and clear, 
even in sunlight. 



Imaging 

There's more to great image quality 
than precision optics, of course. That's 
why the NX1 00 has a large (23.4 x 
15.6mm) APS-C CMOS image sensor 
with 14.6MP resolution. The sheer size 
of the camera's image sensor ensures 
that each pixel gets the light it needs 
for ultra-low-noise pics, with or without 
using the powerful SEF 1 5A add-on 
flash that's included with the NX100. 
The result is great image quality at 
settings up to ISO 1 600 (ISO 6400 
maximum). 



Random Shots 




• 720p H.264 HD 


• The iScene mode detects and suggests scene settings based on the lens 


• SD/SDHC memory 


video at 30fps 


you have attached. A high-speed burst mode captures sports action. 


card support 



FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse/ June 2011 21 



EXPLORE YOUR NEEDS 



Dl Considerations 



While it's tempting to choose a camera based on its color and size, there are many 
other factors you should investigate. To unveil your important digital imaging needs, 
answer the questions below. After that, you can discuss your findings with a sales as- 
sociate who can point you to your ideal solution. 



Camcorders 



Cameras 



i 



Which of the following best describes your camera usage: "I enjoy 
tinkering with multiple camera settings for creative shots/' or Td rather 
let a camera automatically choose optimal shot settings for me." This 
can narrow your choice between a D-SLR or compact system and a 
point-and-shoot camera. 

Are you interested in a camera with unique features, such as front- and rear- 
facing LCDs; a touchscreen LCD; 3D photos and video; a built-in projector; 
or a water-, shock-, dust-, or freeze-resistant body? Today's digicams have 
plenty of advanced features. See page 25. 

When making photo prints, how large are you planning to go? Whether 
it's standard 4x6 prints or poster-sized prints, you'll need an appropriate 
megapixel rating to create good-looking prints up to a certain size. 

Do you want to capture photo perspectives that a point-and-shoot can't offer? 
A camera with swappable lenses gives you the flexibility to 
take up-close photos of subjects from afar, snap wide 
expanses, and focus on tiny objects. See page 23. 

Is it important that your camera is compact and 
slim enough to slip into a pocket, or is size not an 
issue? Some point-and-shoot models are ultra- 
small, whereas advanced point-and-shoots, 
D-SLRs, and compact system cameras have 
bigger bodies. 

How close do you want to be able to get to your 
photo subjects? You'll want enough optical zoom 
to match your photography needs. 



Accessories 




i 



Do you have the appropriate type 
and size of memory cards for a 
new camera or camcorder? Today's 
digital imaging devices require 
memory cards that are faster and 
larger than their predecessors. 



Rather than let your memories sit on a 
hard drive, would you like to be able 
to see them on a daily basis? Simply 
plug your memory card into a digital 
photo frame, and you have instant 
viewing access. See page 28. 



l 



6 



What do you want to record in HD 
video? Informal day-to-day events or 
special occasions, such as weddings? 
This might reveal if you're a better fit for 
a shoot-and-share or standard cam- 
corder. See page 27 

Will you hold the camcorder to shoot 
video? Optical Image Stabilization can 
help offset video motion blur if you ac- 
cidentally shake the camcorder. 

Is it likely that you'll record in low-light 
settings, such as theater performances or 
evening baseball games? A model with 
low-light technology will help prevent 
video that's grainy in appearance. 

Do you have an active lifestyle? If so, 
a flash drive camcorder will be better 
equipped to handle life's bumps, and 
some shoot-and-share models are even 
waterproof. See page 27. 

How close do you want to be able to 
get to your video subjects? You'll want 
enough optical zoom to match your 
videography needs. 

Which video offloading method do 
you prefer? Tape, DVD, memory 
card, or by connecting to your PC 
via cable or a built-in USB? This will 
help you find the camcorder record- 
ing format that best fits your lifestyle. 



Now that you've picked a new digicam 
or camcorder, do you want to keep it 
in great working order for as long as 
possible? With a well-constructed case, 
you can protect it from damage, such 
as lens and LCD scratches. 
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HOW TO BUY 



A D-SLR Lens 

Get A New View 







We often mention how a D-SLR camera gives you more control 
over your photos, and one of the keys to that control is a D-SLR's 
ability to use different lenses. Some lenses magnify distant ob- 
jects, and others let you fit more of a scene into the photo. 



General Lens Buying Advice 

• The lens must be compatible with the brand and type of 
D-SLR that you own. 



A lens with built-in 
image stabilization will 
counteract vibrations that 
can cause images to blur. 

Some lenses can zoom, 
while others are prime 
or fixed, which means 
that you'll always see the 
same point of view with 
them. 

A lens filter will protect 
the lens from dirt and 
scratches, as well as add 
enhanced photo effects. 



. . . built-in 
image sta- 
bilization will 
counteract 
vibrations 
that can 
cause im- 
ages to blur. 



Telephoto Lens 

• This type of lens gets you closer to the action by 
making faraway subjects appear closer. 



Telephoto 
lenses offer a 
focal length 
of 75mm or 
greater; the 
longer the 
focal length, 
the closer 
objects will 
appear. 



. . . ideal for situ- 
ations where you 
couldn't other- 
wise get up close 
to the subject . . . 



The magnified view is ideal for situations where 
you couldn't otherwise get up close to the subject, 
such as sporting events or concerts. 



Wide-angle Lens 

• A wide-angle lens offers a view that's more expansive than 
the view offered by a standard lens. Close-up objects ap- 
pear larger than life, and faraway subjects will be in focus. 

• A lens with a focal length of 35mm or less is typically 
considered to be a wide-angle lens. 

• The expansive view is perfect for shooting landscapes, 
buildings, and streets. It's also handy if you're in a small 
room and need to fit several subjects into a photo. 



Macro Lens 

• These lenses are used in close-up photography to mag- 
nify small objects that would otherwise appear blurry. 

• This type of lens can focus sharply on even the 
smallest details. 
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A Hybrid D-SLR 
& Point-&-Shoot 



Olympus E-PL1 



Once upon a time, you had a choice: Get a D-SLR that was too bulky to take 
anywhere or get a point-and-shoot that delivers sub-par image quality. Along 
came the Olympus PEN E-PL1 ($499.99; www.olympus.com), a hybrid camera 
that's compact enough to fit in a pocket and powerful enough to produce 
professional-level images. And it has a price with which you can live happily 
ever after. 



Professional-Grade DSLR Features 



You won't find features like these in a 

• A large 12.3MP Live-MOS image 
sensor (the same one used in 
Olympus' E-30 and E-620 D-SLR 
cameras) devotes a lot of surface 
area to capturing the finest details 
of your memorable events 

• Interchangeable lenses give you 
the flexibility to shoot everything 
from stunning vistas of your trip to 
the Grand Canyon to the lady- 
bug crawling across the petals of 
a flower 



point-and-shoot: 

• In-Body Image Stabilization 
generates crisp action shots, 
even when you're a part of 
the action, and it does so 
regardless of the lens you use 

• A built-in pop-up flash and 
support for external flashes 
brighten your dark shots 

• Switch from still photos to 720p 
HD video recording at 30fps 
with the one-touch Direct HD 
Movie Button 



Point-&-Shoot Convenience 



1 Select photo effects and preview 
the results of your settings before 
you take photos via the Live 
Guide menu 

1 Add creative touches to your stills 
and videos using the built-in art fil- 
ters such as Pop Art and Gentle Sepia 

► Capture moments as realistically 
as possible, regardless of lighting 
or scenario with the 1 9 scene- 
select modes 



Compose perfect panoramas and 

fantastic family shots when you 

look at the anti-reflective 2.7-inch 

LCD screen 

The dust-reducing Supersonic 

Wave Filter generates spotless 

images 

Camera weighs just over 1 

ounces, and is a slim 1 .6 inches 

deep and compact 2.8 inches tall 
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Unique Types Of 
Camera Displays 



Innovations Galore 




LCD and OLED. Two of the most common types of 
camera displays are LCD (liquid-crystal display) and OLED 
(organic light-emitting diode); the former is the more common 
of the two. OLEDs offer better black levels and contrast, and 
they offer a better viewing angle — ideal if you're a photog- 
rapher who finds herself in situations that require tilting the 
camera at odd angles. They also tend to add cost to a camera, 
so cameras with LCDs are usually less expensive. 



3D. Yes, 3D on a camera display is available. A 3D model has a 
pair of lenses that function in a similar way to our human binocu- 
lar vision — they take images from slightly different angles simulta- 
neously, and the camera combines them to form a 3D image. So 
you can view your snapshots on the camera's display, it uses the 
same frame "blending" technique to create a final 3D result. 



J 



The invention of the camera display — 
that little video monitor on the back 
of your camera — is one of the most 
welcome innovations in all of digital 
photography. There are various types of 
displays, and each one delivers useful 
and unique benefits. 




TOUChSCr©©n. These days, touchscreens are com- 
mon on everything from ATMs to kitchen appliances 
to smartphones, and some digital camera displays are 
no exception. Touchscreens can eliminate the need 
for navigational buttons on the back of a camera, thus 
allowing the display itself to be larger. Some cameras 
even enable on-screen actions such as cropping, so you 
can quickly edit your snapshots on the fly. 



Tilt and SWivel. Commonly found on handheld 
digital camcorders, the tilt and swivel display has made 
its way to some digital cameras. Select models can tilt 
their display 45 or more degrees, rotate out 1 80 degrees 
from the camera body, and then twist and flip to suit the 
orientation you prefer for taking photos. 
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Fujifilm FinePix Z90 

A Touch Is All You Need 



If ever a device was apt for the social-crazy world we live in it's the digital camera. 
Fujifilm recognizes this, crafting the FinePix Z90 ($149.95; www.fujifilmusa.com) to 
be both stylistically fashionable and highly functional by letting users upload 
HD-quality photos and video from a night on the town, best friend's wedding, Vegas 
getaway, and other share-worthy events to a sharing network with automatic 
ease. Further, the Z90 makes focusing, snapping, and editing photos 
and video as easy as touching the camera's super-responsive ; 

3-inch touchscreen LCD. 




Get Friendly 

Socially speaking, the Z90 loves 
to share. Beyond rating photos 
and videos as favorites or ear- 
marking them according to face, 
data, scene, and other designa- 
tors for automatic Facebook and 
YouTube uploading, the Z90 
lets you pre-select photos to 
add to Photobooks, thus saving 
considerable printing and organi- 
zational time. Elsewhere, a Motion 
Panorama Mode stitches together 
multiple photos to create wide-span 
ning shots, while 5X wide-angle, 
non-extending zoom ability lets you 
frame natural-looking group shots 
without having to squeeze family or 
friends tightly together. 



Touch Terrific 

Using only simple finger taps and 
swipes on the Z90's touchscreen, you 
control all camera functions, 
including: 

• Focusing on a specific area of a 
photo you're framing and then 
snapping it with Touch & Shoot 

• Focusing on a subject that's moving 
to keep it in focus and in frame 
with Touch & Track 

• Viewing, sorting, naming, tagging, 
and editing movies and photos 

• Using intuitive icons to set expo- 
sure, ISO, and other photo settings 





Specs Exposed 

• 14.2MP resolution sensor and Fujinon 
5X wide-angle non-extending optical 
zoom lens (28mm-140mm equiv.) 

• Capture and edit HD movies in 720p 
at 30fps 

• 3-inch widescreen touchscreen LCD 

• Dual-direction GUI (graphical user 
interface) rotates automatically 

• Face Detection w/Auto Red Eye 
Removal, Smile Shutter, and Blink 
Detection 

• Touch & Shoot and Touch & Track 
touch modes 

• Metal chassis is available in black, 
blue, red, pink and purple 
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Shoot-&-Share 
Camcorders 

Portable Devices For Recording & Sharing 



Shoot-and-share camcorders 
make it easier to record and up- 
load videos and images to your 
computer and the Web. They 
are compact, portable, and yet, 
despite their size, often shoot 
high-quality video. To find out if 
a shoot-and-share camcorder fits 
your needs, here's a look at their 
many features and benefits. 




Portability 

Shoot-and-share camcorders are compact — usually no larger than a cell phone or MP3 player — and can fit in most pockets. They 
also weigh less than traditional camcorders and sometimes come with wrist straps so you can easily carry them around. Because of 
the portability and ease of use, shoot-and-share devices can be used by almost anyone in your family. 



Capacity 

These devices can hold anywhere from 
32MB up to 1 6GB of video and images 
using built-in memory, and many of them 
have memory card slots so you can easily 
expand your storage. How many hours 
or minutes of footage you can actually 
record and save depends on the image 
resolution you use. So for long trips or re- 
cording HD video, you may want to buy 
a few extra memory cards. 



Resolution & Zoom 

Shoot-and-share camcorders 
offer a wide range of resolution 
and zoom options. Some sup- 
port full HD 1 080p video and 
can take 12MP photographs. 
Select models have up to 3X 
optical or 10X digital zoom, 
image stabilization, autofocus, 
and other features that make for 
high-quality videos and images. 
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Sharing 

After recording video and taking photo- 
graphs, you'll want to share them with your 
friends and family. Most shoot-and-share 
camcorders include software that can detect 
your device when it's plugged in via USB so 
you can choose, edit, and upload your videos 
and images to services such as YouTube, 
Facebook, or Twitter. Some of these cam- 
corders have HDMI ports, as well, so you can 
watch stored videos on your HDTV. 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



Digital Photo Frames 



Q, 



How do I know which size frame is right for me? 

/You have many sizes from which to choose, ranging 
\ from 7 inches to 12 inches or larger; your choice de- 
pends on your budget and on your available display space. 



Q, 



Are frames available in multiple aspect ratios? 

/There are two common aspect ratios available: 4:3 (a 
standard full-screen image) and 16:9 (a typical widescreen 
image). If most of your images will come from your digital cam- 
era, note that most cameras shoot in 4:3, although a widescreen 
frame would lend itself well to panoramic digicam shots. 



Q, 



How many images will a frame hold? 

/The number of images a frame can hold varies depend- 
ing on the onboard memory and on the resolution of the 
images stored on the frame. As a general rule, 512MB of storage 
will hold about 125 photos; 1GB holds about 250 photos. 



Q 

because higher resolutions (that is, more pixels per 
square inch) result in crisper, sharper images. 



What resolution do I need? 

Generally, the higher the resolution the better, 



Q 

A 



Can digital frames display slideshows? 

Most frames can display slideshows, and most allow 
you to control the display time for each image. 



Q 



Can I adjust the brightness? 

Most frames include adjustments for brightness and 



contrast. 



Q 



How do I get the images from my camera to the frame? 

Most frames feature a USB connection. With the 
USB port, you can use your camera, PC, or thumb 
drive to transfer images to the frame. Some frames 
are Bluetooth- or Wi-Fi-enabled, allowing you to trans- 
fer images wirelessly, and most frames have a memory 
card slot. 



Q 



What memory card formats will the frame accept? 

Most frames will accept multiple memory card for- 
mats. You can insert a card to move images to the 

frame's memory, or display images directly from 

the card. 



Q, 



Can I use a remote control with a frame? 

Many frames include an infrared remote control 
that can be used to advance images, control the 
frame's brightness or contrast, etc. 



Q 



How important a consideration is contrast ratio? 

All else being equal, the greater the contrast, the 
brighter and more vibrant your images will appear. 
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/hich Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For Yoi 


,o 
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If you're a little confused about the most important features in a 


digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart 


, we compare features 




from select digital cameras, and we also explain what these feal 


ures mean. 










Resolution; 


Shutter 


Memory 








Movie 






Optical zoom 


speed 


card 


LCD size 


Battery life 


ISO 


mode 


.... .... More pixels mean 

What It Means , . , , 

bigger and clearer 


A faster shutter 
speed will let 


Removable The LCD is Based on 
card that the screen how many 


A higher ISO 
lets you take 


Lets you re- 
cord short 


prints; Moves the 


you snap ac- 


stores your on the shots you 


better photos 


video clips 


lens closer to 


tion photos 


photos in your back of the can take on a 


in low-light 


on your dig- 




your subject 
12.1MP;4X 


without blur 


camera camera single charge 


settings 


ital camera 




~ _ 


Panasonic Lumix 


8 to 1/1,600 


SD/SDHC/ 2.7 inches 240 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


f^t' 


S1 




seconds 


SDXC 






1 00 to 1 600 




w 


MSRP: $119.99* 
















V^^^^^^^^V 


SKU 2449071 


















Fujifilm FinePix 14.2MP;5X 


1/410 1/2,000 


SD/SDHC/ 


3 inches 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


1 


Z90 




second 


SDXC 






100 to 3200 




^B 


MSRP: $169.95* 
SKU 2031031 ^ 


$P 
















Sony Cyber-shot 


16.1 MP; 4X 


2 10 1/1,600 


Memory Stick 


3 inches 


230 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


- ^^ . 


DSC-T110 




seconds 


Duo/pro 






80 to 3200 






MSRP: $219.99* 






Duo/pro 












SKU 2553107 






HG-Duo/SD/ 
SDHC/SDXC 
















Nikon Coolpix 


14.1MP;21X 


1 to 1/1,000 


SD/SDHC/ 


3 inches 


330 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


f^£A 


L120 




second 


SDXC 






80 to 6400 




■i 


MSRP: $279.95* 
SKU 2049039 ^ 


^P 
















Canon PowerShot 12.1MP;4.4X 


1 to 1/1,600 


SD/SDHC/ 


3.2 inches 


180 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


T^ ; i 


500 HS 




second 


SDXC/MMC/ 






100 to 3200 




'1 Q 1^ 1 MSRP: $299.99* 






MMC Plus/ 












SKU 241 9099 






HC MMC Plus 












Casio Exilim 


14.1 MP; 10X 


1 to 1/2,000 


SD/SDHC/ 


3 inches 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


HJbSZ^SI h2og 


second 


SDXC 






80 to 3200 




O MSRP: $299.99* 














1B_H 


SKU 24491 96 


















Samsung 


14.2MP; 7X 


1/8 to 1/2,000 


microSD 


3.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


H&l 


CL80 




second 








80 to 6400 




H MSRP: $349.99* 


















SKU 9875619 
















j^^^_ 


Olympus 


1 0MP; 4X 


2 to 1/2,000 


SD/SDHC/ 


3 inches 


320 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


'St XZ ° 




seconds 


SDXC 






100 to 800 




PI MSRP: $499.99* 




















SKU 2424301 

















*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Interchangeable Lens 
Camera Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down and more compact system cameras are becoming available, more photographers are turning to 
them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up to something better. In this chart, well help you sort through some of the features and 
performance specs of select interchangeable lens cameras. 




Resolution 



LCD size 



ISO range 



What It Means 



Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
bigger image 



Olympus PEN E-PL1 12.3MP 
MSRP: $499. 99 : ' 
SKU 9769158 



^ 



Diagonal 
measurement of 
the screen on 
the back of 
the camera 

2.7 inches 



A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 

200 to 3200 



Kit lens 



Burst speed 



Shutter speed 



Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 



14-42mm 
f/3.5-5.6 



Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 

3 fps 



The wider the range, 
the greater the gamut 
of long exposures to 
frozen action 



60 to 1/2,000 
seconds 



Samsung NX1 00 

MSRP: $549.99* 
SKU 24661 11 



14.6MP 



3 inches 



1 00 to 6400 



20-50mm 
f3.5-5.6 



3fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



Panasonic 
Lumix GF2 

MSRP: $599.95* 
SKU 21 76035 



12.1MP 



3 inches 



1 00 to 6400 



14-42mm 



3.2fps 



60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



Ljp 



Sony NEX-3 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 1599022 



14.2MP 



3 inches 



200 to 12800 



18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6 



7fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



</> 

D 

i. 

<D 

E 

D 

o 

—I 

I 

D 



Sony A33 

MSRP: $649.99* 
SKU 2389313 



14.2MP 



3 inches 



100 to 25600 



N/A 



7fps 



Pentax K-r 

MSRP: $749.95* 
SKU 1627099 



12.4MP 



3 inches 



100 to 12800 



18-55mm 



6fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



30 to 1/6,000 
seconds 



Nikon D51 00 

MSRP: $899.95 
SKU 1989073 



16.2MP 



3 inches 



1 00 to 6400 



18-55mm 



4fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Canon EOS 1 8MP 

Rebel T3i 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 1980124 



3 inches 



1 00 to 6400 



18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6 



3.7fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You?- 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: hard drive, flash drive, and high definition are the most common. By comparing the fol- 
lowing digital camcorders, you can determine which recording format and product best fit your style. 



What It Means 



* 



Samsung 
SMX-F54 

MSRP: $279.99* 
SKU 24281 58 



LCD size 

Diagonal 
length of 
viewing 
screen 



Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 



2.7 inches 



Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom 
is better 

52X; 1,200X 



Recording 
speeds 



The speeds 
a particular 
camcorder can 
utilize during 
recording 

Normal/Fine/ 
Super Fine 



Memory card 



Compatible 
flash card 
types (cards 
not included 
unless noted) 



Digital still 
resolution 



Lines of 
resolution 



The number of Number of lines of 



SD/SDHC 



megapixels 
the camcorder 
can capture in 
still images 

1.92MP 



horizontal resolution; 
the higher the num- 
ber, the greater the 
detail 



480 



%ffi 



Canon FS40 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 2572836 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



LP/SP/XP 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 



0.45MP 



480 



> 

Q 

</> 
D 



€0 



JVC Everio 
GZ-HM450 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 2382055 



2.7 inches 



40X; 200X 



EP/SP/XP/UXP 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 



N/A 



1,080 



C 

c 

q 



i9 



Canon VIXIA 
HF R200 

MSRP: $379.99* 
SKU 2293134 



3 inches 



20X; 400X 



LP/SP/XP+/FXP/ 
MXP 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 



2.41MP 



1,080 




Panasonic 
HDC-TM90K 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 2051 186 



3 inches 



21X; 60X 



HA/HG/HX/HE 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 



5MP 



1,080 




Sony Handycam 
HDR-PJ10 

MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 2155084 



3 inches 



30X; 350X 



PS/FX/FH/ 
HQ/LP 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC/Memory 
Stick PRO Duo 



3.3MP 



1,080 



> 

Q 
"D 
D 






Sony HDR-XR160 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 21 78352 



3 inches 30X; 350X 



PS/FX/FH/ 
HQ/LP 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC/Memory 
Stick PRO Duo 



3.3MP 



1,080 




Panasonic 
SDR-H100K 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 2009236 



2.7 inches 



70X; 3,500X 



LP/SP/XP 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 



0.3MP 



480 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Digital Camera 
Zoom Into Life 




Nikon 




Nikon COOLPIX L120 

MSRP: $279.95 

SKU: 2049039 

www.nikonusa.com 



Quick Overview 

Shoot effortlessly and accurately with the 
COOLPIX L1 20. With a 21 X wide-angle 
optical Zoom-NIKKOR glass lens, a 25 to 
525mm range equivalent, you can easily 
close the distance between you and your 
subjects. Intelligent features like Five-way VR 
Image Stabilization and high ISO speed up to 
6400 make it easy to capture fast moving or 
low-light shots. 

Perfect For 

Shutterbugs who want a powerful zoom, 
HD movie capture, and creative shooting 
modes coupled with ease of use. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 14.1 MP with 3-inch LCD 

• 21 X optical zoom NIKKOR wide-angle lens 

• Capture HD movies in 72 Op with a one-touch button 

• 3-inch Ultra-High Resolution (921,000-dot) Clear Color Display 

• Minimize the effects of camera shake with five-way VR (vibration re- 
duction) image stabilization 

• Continuous shooting mode that lets you take 1 9 shots at up to 0.7 
frames per second 



V Coolest Feature 

With an ISO sensitivity of up to 6400, you can snap clear, crisp 
photos even in low light. 
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D-SLR Camera 

Creativity From Any Point Of View 



Nikon 




Nikon D51 00 

MSRP: $899.95 (kit price) 

SKU: 1989073 

www.nikonusa.com 



Quick Overview 

Stimulate your creativity. The Nikon D51 00 
offers a host of new photo and video tools 
that deliver superior performance and ex- 
ceptional image quality with versatility. With 
1 6.2 megapixels, a swivel Vari-Angle LCD 
monitor, full HD movie capabilities, and the 
new EFFECTS Mode and HDR setting, you 
hold the power to capture beautiful moments 
and the freedom to get creative. 

Perfect For 

Photographers who want to experiment with 
innovative features to capture unique images 
and videos with rich, detailed results. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1 6.2MP DX-format CMOS captures images up to 4,928 x 3,264 pixels 

• NIKKOR18-55mmVRlens 

• Choose from Selective Color, Night Vision, High Key, Low Key, 
Miniature, and other in-camera special effects 

• Create shots with a wide dynamic range using the in-camera HDR 
(High Dynamic Range) feature 

• Record 1 080p HD movies with full autofocus and high ISO sensitivity 

• Compose shots using the fast 1 1 -point autofocus system 

• View HD photos and video on an HDTV using the built-in HDMI port 



V Coolest Feature 

Take photos or video from different vantage points using the 3 -inch Vari- 
angle LCD screen 
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NOTEWORTHY. 



Accessories 
& Services 




UV FILTER 



• Protects digital camcorder 
and D-SLR lenses from 
dust, dirt, fingerprints, 
and scratches 
Helps you get clearer, 
more detailed results 
when you're shooting in 
bright conditions 




Keep spare memory cards 
on hand so you can snap 
away without having to 
worry about running out 
of storage space 

• Consider having several 
memory cards with smaller 
capacities instead of one 
card with a larger capacity; 
that way, if something goes 
wrong with one card, you'll 
still have a backup 

• For your digital camcorder, 
keep more recording media 
in your bag than you think 
you'll need, just in case 




ADDITIONAL LENSES & 
CONVERTER LENSES 

• Extra lenses for D-SLRs and 
converter lenses for digital 
camcorders can enhance 
your results by extending 
your field of view, reducing 
glare, adding 3D, and more 
Telephoto lenses enable 
you to zoom in from far 
away, wide-angle lenses 
give you the ability to get 
a full view even if you're 
close to the subject, and 
macro lenses will let you 
achieve up-close, detailed 
shots of your photo subject 




Light up your subjects from 
greater distances 
Offers better control of 
lighting conditions when 
taking photos by directing 
the angle of the flash 
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Prices for digital camcorders and cameras continue to fall as their 
video and picture quality improves, which is especially good news 
for first-time buyers or those looking to upgrade. Pairing your new 
camcorder or camera with the right products will bring you better 
photography results. Here are some must-have accessories you should 
consider buying to get the most out of your digital imaging device. 





SPARE BATTERIES 

& CHARGERS 

Make sure you're never 
caught without the power 
needed to capture the per- 
fect moment 
• Whether your camera uses 
proprietary batteries or 
AAs, keep at least one fully 
charged spare or set in 
your camera bag 
An additional battery 
charger will give you the 
flexibility to power up your 
camera batteries anywhere 
you're headed, even if 
you're traveling 





Tripods are an easy way to 
ensure steady video footage 
Pan while recording video 
in one smooth motion 
Use a tripod and your cam- 
era's timer to get a picture 
of the entire group without 
needing someone to man 
the camera 

Keeps your camera steady 
while you're shooting close- 
up or distance shots, which 
can prevent photo blurring 



REMOTE SWITCH 

A longer cable lets you 
snap photos without 
having to touch the 
camera, which can also 
reduce camera shake 
• May enable the user to 
lock the shutter for longer 
exposure times 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 
SERVICES 

Once you've set your sights 
on the camera or camcorder 
you want, consider taking 
advantage of the digital 
imaging services offered by 
your local CE retailer. Not 
only can you protect your 
investment, but you can also 
discover photography and 
videography skills that will 
make your photos and videos 
picture-perfect. 

• D-SLR or Camcorder 
Service Plan 

• D-SLR Training Course 

• Camcorder Training 
Course 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 




fr.fl 




Digital Imaging Glossary 



Wondering what all of that 
lingo on camera boxes 
means? Use this glossary to 
help decode the world of 
digital imaging. 

aperture — An iris-like diaphragm opening 
that can expand and contract the lens to let 
you control the amount of light that passes 
through it, thus affecting the exposure. The 
term "f-stop" can be used interchangeably 
with aperture. 

burst mode — A camera mode that will let 
you capture several shots consecutively after 
pressing the shutter only one time. 

CCD — A charge-coupled device is a type 
of image-sensing component. It converts 
light into energy that can be stored as 
digital data on your camera. 

depth of field — The area that is in focus 
in front of and beyond the subject of 
your photo. 

digital zoom — Magnifies an image digi- 
tally by cropping it and filling in the rest 
with interpolated pixels, thus degrading 
the quality. Even if the numbers are im- 
pressive, never choose a camera based 
on digital zoom. 

f-stop — See aperture. Smaller f-stop 
numbers mean a wider lens opening; 
larger f-stop numbers mean a narrower 
lens opening. 



ISO — For digital cameras, the ISO setting 
measures the sensitivity to light (similar to 
how it does with film). Digital camera ISO 
settings, such as 200, 400, and up, should 
capture photos as if one were using film 
with such a speed. Lower ISO settings mean 
you need more light and vice versa. 

LCD — The screen on the back of the camera 
that lets you see a live-action view of your 
subject or your photo after you've taken it. 

lens — The apparatus on the front of the 
camera that gathers and directs light to- 
ward the image sensor. In a digital camera, 
the lens likely has both an optical and 
digital zoom. 

megapixel — Approximately 1 million pix- 
els. The higher the megapixel count, the 
higher the resolution and the more you 
can crop, which means (in general) better- 
quality photos. 

memory card — Because digital cameras 
have very little onboard memory, they need 
flash memory cards to store more than a 
dozen or so images. The type of memory 
card you need depends on the make and 
model of your camera. Some of the most 
popular memory cards are Secure Digital, 
MultiMedia Card, Compact Flash, and Sony 
Memory Sticks. In general, memory cards 
are quite small. 

noise — The small statistical variations among 
pixels that lead to (usually) minor distortions 
of color in a photo. 



optical zoom — The camera's mechanical 
ability to move the lens physically closer to 
your subject. With optical zoom, the higher 
the number (such as 5X or 10X), the better. 
When choosing a camera, always consider 
the optical zoom, not the digital zoom. 
Digital zoom artificially adds pixels. 

resolution — The number of pixels in an 
image. The higher the resolution, the more 
detail and quality in a photo. Resolution 
is measured in a proportion (such as 2,272 
x 1,704). 

shutter — A mechanism that opens and 
closes to allow light to pass through the 
lens. You can usually control the camera's 
shutter speed. 

shutter speed — The length of time a cam- 
era's shutter is open to let light through 
the lens and hit the sensor, which records 
the image. This is expressed in fractions of 
a second: For instance, a shutter speed of 
1/250 means that the shutter is open for 
1 /250th of a second. 

viewfinder — The small opening in the cam- 
era that the user looks through to frame a 
shot. Some digital cameras don't have a 
viewfinder and only use the camera's LCD 
to frame the shot. 

white balance — Light levels are adjusted 
electronically to ensure whites in a certain 
environment are pure, leading to more life- 
like colors. White balance can usually be 
manually adjusted, too. 
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HOW TO BUY 



An All-ln-One PC 

The All-Encompassing Computer 




All-in-one computers are lean, mean, computing machines 
that bypass a traditional desktop tower design in favor of a 
streamlined setup that gives back space without requiring 
huge sacrifices in power and performance. The following are 
benefits of all-in-one systems. 



Agile and adaptable. Due to their fash 

ionable good looks and all-encompassing nature, all 
in-ones can easily 
blend and deliver 
Web content in dif- 
ferent settings, such 
as a kitchen counter 
or hotel front desk. 
Further, because 
they consist of so 
few pieces and many 
models integrate 
wireless connectivity, 
they're easy to move about and access the Web without 
requiring an Ethernet cable. 



. . . they're 
easy to move 
about and 
access the 
Web. . . 



Space Saved. By building nearly all compo- 
nents — such as motherboards, hard drives, memory, 
optical drives, 

etc-into . . . all-in-one PCs 

monitors or 

smaM base eliminate the 

units, all-in- 

onepcseiimi- need for a larger 

nate the need 

for a larger tOWCr COSe. 

tower case. 

Screen sizes can still reach an impressive 27 inches of 

HD-supported quality, and the overall result is a sleek, 

modern design that's also highly functional. 



Technologies included. An all -in -one gener- 
ally can't match a comparable desktop's power or offer 
the same upgrade options, 
but various models do 
possess unique features 
including Blu-ray Disc 
drives, TV tuners, and 
touchscreen monitors 
(some with multitouch 
support, or using multiple 
fingers to do such things 
as pinching an image to zoom in and out). Additionally, 
many models are Energy Star-qualified, meaning long- 
term energy savings. 



. . . many 
models are 
Energy Star- 
qualified. . . 



Simplified Setup. If aesthetics are an all-in-one's 
most noticeable attribute, ease of setup might be its best. 
In fact, it's possible that setup could require no more 
than removing the unit from its box, plugging in one 
power cord, and connecting keyboard and mouse cords 
(unless they're wireless models). In most cases, you can 
count on the physical setup to take only minutes. 
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COMPUTERS 



Notebook 
Graphics Evolve 

The AMD Radeon™ Graphics Advantage 



Many of us now use our 
notebooks for graphics- 
intensive duties, such 
as photo and video ed- 
iting, file-sharing sites, 
watching HD video, 
and gaming. Notebooks 
equipped with AMD 
Radeon™ HD 6000M 
Series GPUs and ultra- 
fast GDDR5 memory 
(www.amd.com/6000M) 
can enable 20% or 
better graphics perfor- 
mance with minimal im- 
pact on battery life. 1 




Get To Know GDDR5 

When it comes to the amount of graphics memory 
a notebook has, such as 51 2MB or 1 GB, a higher 
number doesn't necessarily mean better perfor- 
mance. The type of graphics memory, such as 
GDDR5 and DDR3, also plays a big role. Recent 
studies from AMD have shown that a notebook with 
512MB of GDDR5 memory can outperform a com- 
parable system with 1 GB of DDR3 memory. GDDR5 
delivers more speed and higher bandwidth. Memory 
bandwidth affects all parts of your everyday, increas- 
ingly visual, computing experiences. 



AMD Radeon™ HD 6000M Graphics & 
Ultra-Fast GDRR5 Memory 

When watching 3D Blu-ray Discs and other HD content, you'll 
experience flawless playback and support for today's high-end BD 
features. With applications, you'll notice improved responsiveness 
and faster load times of complex graphics. Those who play video 
games on their notebook will enjoy increased performance and 
content that appears more realistic. AMD Radeon™ HD 6000M se- 
ries GPUs with GDDR5 memory help achieve the right balance of 
high performance and power consumption. Expand your computing 
potential and be sure to look for these components when making 
your next notebook purchase. Get Radeon™ in your system. 



1 Based on internal ASIC power measurement data from the AMD Radeon™ HD 6490M 1 GB GDDR5 @ 750MHz (engine clock)/800 MHz (memory clock) = 1 6.5W vs. AMD Radeon™ HD 
6470M 1 GB DDR3 @ 750MHz (engine clock)/900 MHz (memory clock) = 1 4.9VV. Up to 29% performance improvement measured using 3DMark Vantage Performance scores for the AMD 
Radeon™ HD 6490M. AMD Radeon™ HD 6490M 3DMark Vantage Performance Scores = 1 81 1 compared to 1401 for the AMD Radeon™ HD 6470M.System Configs: Asus M4A89GTD-Pro/ 
USB3, CPU: AMD Phenom II 965 @ 2.3 GHz Quad Core, 4GB DDR3 1333, Windows® 7 64bit Ultimate, resolution 1280X800. 

NOTE: Additional hardware (e.g. Blu-ray drive, HD or 10-bit monitor, TV tuner, wirelessly enabled HDTV) and/or software (e.g. multimedia applications) are required for the full enablement of 
some features. HD Video display requires an HD video source. Not all features may be supported on all components or systems - check with your system manufacturer for specific model capa- 
bilities and supported technologies. 
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Free Your PC Media 

And Bring It To Your Home Theater 



Many of us store music, videos, and photos on our computers, but when you want to enjoy your 

media, a PC monitor (or laptop screen) and small computer speakers don't always do them justice. 

Here, well show you how to expand your entertainment options by accessing the content on your 

computer to watch or listen to with your home-theater system. 




One of the easiest ways to bring 
PC content to a home theater is 
to use a streaming set-top box, 
which is a device that can tap into 
your home network via a wired 
(Ethernet cable) or Wi-Fi connec- 
tion to communicate with any 
computer that's also connected 
to the network. Once it retrieves 
your computer media, the set- 
top box sends the content via an 
HDMI cable to your home-theater 
system. In addition, some set-top 
box models can access a variety 
of Web streaming services, such 
as Netflix, YouTube, or Pandora. 



A game console is another device 
that, when connected to your home 
network, allows you to stream PC 
media to your entertainment center. 
Because it's likely your game con- 
sole is already connected to your 
home network and home theater, 
you'll only need to adjust your game 
console's settings so it can find and 
play back your favorite media. Note 
that most game consoles also offer 
built-in CD or DVD drives, USB 
ports, and memory card slots, so you 
can also copy the content to com- 
puter media and physically move it 
for playback on the game console. 



A variety of products will let 
you access media stored on 
your computer when you're 
away from home. For example, 
if you have a Windows 7-based 
laptop and home PC, you can 
use the OS' Remote Media 
Streaming feature to enjoy mul- 
timedia while you're on the go. 
Once you set up Remote Media 
Streaming on both computers, 
simply leave your home PC 
turned on and connect to the 
Web with your laptop to start 
streaming. 
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COMPUTERS 



Ignite your 
senses 

Dell™ desktops powered 
by 2nd Generation 
Intel® Core™ processors 



For the most visible difference in HD or 3D, 
multitasking or multimedia, get the processor 
with top-of-lhe-line performance you can 
truly see and feel, with the 2nd generation 
Intel® Core™ 17. 




XPS 8300 

SKU# 2247075 



Visibly 
Smart 



lhe new XPS 8300 combines cutting- 
edge power and graphics to meet your 
most intensive multimedia demands. 

Powered by an Intel* 2nd Generation 
Core™ i7 Processor. Visibly smart 
performance at its best 

• Intel* Core" 17-2600 Processor 

• 3.4GHz, 
8MB Cache 

• 8GB* Memory, 
DDR3, 1333MHz, 
4 DIMM 

• 1.5TB* 7200RPM 
SATA Hard Drive 





XPS 8300 

SKU# 2247057 



Hie new XPS 8300 combines cutting- 
edge power and graphics to meet your 
most intensive multimedia demands 

Powered by an Intel" 2nd Generation 
Core" i5 Processor. Visibly smart 
performance with a speed boost. 

• Intef Core™ 15-2300 Processor 
■ 2.8GHz, 

6MB Cache 

• 6GB* Memory, 
DDR3, 1333MHz, 
4 DIMM 

• 1TB*7200RPM 
SATA Hard Drive 




Inspiron 580 

SKU# 1677209 



Faster. 
Smarter. 



Great Features within your reach, and 
stylistic look with piano black front bezel 
and chrome trim ring. 

Powered by an Intel' Core i3 Processor. 
Smart performance starts here. 

* Intel* Core" i3-550 Processor 

• 3.2GHz, 

4MB Cache 

* 4GB* Memory, 
DDR3, 1333MHz, 
4 DIMM 

# 1TB* 7200RPM 
SATA Hard Drive 




'GRAPHICS & SYSTEM MEMORY: Significant system memory may be used to support graphics, depending on system memory 
size and other factors. HARD DRIVE: GB means 1 billion bytes and TB equals 1 trillion bytes; actual capacity varies with pre-loaded 
material and operating environment and will be less. Intel, the Intel Logo, Intel Inside, Intel Core, and Core Inside are trademarks of 
Intel Corporation in the U.S. and other countries. 
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COMPUTERS 



2nd 

Generation 
Intel Core 
Processors 

Take Computing 
Performance To 
The Next Level 



If you seek a new computer for yourself or to give as a gift 
to Dad, consider the unique features and benefits of the 
second generation Intel Core processors (www.intel.com). 







•'V 



\ 




t* 



Next-Level Visuals 

With a 2nd Generation Intel 
Core processor, you'll experience 
stunning and seamless visuals 
thanks to advanced built-in visual 
technologies. 

Intel Clear Video HD Technology 
delivers lifelike audio and video and 
even extends battery life when you're 
enjoying 3D and HD playback. 

Intel Quick Sync Technology's 
hardware acceleration significantly 
reduces the time it takes to edit, burn, 
and share your video creations. 

Intel HD Graphics has built-in per- 
formance for mainstream gaming 
and provides stunning graphics. 



A Processor For Everyone 



(Intel) fris/cfe" 



CORE i3 



Intel Core i3. 

Great for running multiple programs at once, the Core i3 
processor delivers superb battery life and reduces energy 
consumption. Those who multitask will appreciate how well the Core i3 man- 
ages basic computing tasks with 4-way processing. 



Intel Core i5. 



Anyone in need of a high-performance processor that will handle 
numerous applications simultaneously can count on the 4-way 
processing and Turbo Boost technology the Core i5 has to offer. 
So if, for example, your dad is the media creator in the family or 
a casual or moderate gamer, the Core i5 is perfect for him. 

Intel Core i7. 

The Core \7 is ideal for projects that require high-performance 
graphics and intensive multitasking. Thanks to 8-way processing 
and Turbo Boost technology, the Core \7 can easily handle the 
heavy workload of a small business owner, video editor, or even 
the performance demands of a hardcore gamer. 




CORE i5 




C0RE"i7 
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Intel AppUp center 



With Intel's AppUp center (www.bestbuy.com 
/appup), netbook users will find scores of apps that 
were built to take advantage of the advanced capa- 
bilities of their netbook's Atom processor. Just like a 
smartphone app store, the Intel AppUp center gives 
you a place to search for and download apps to cus- 
tomize a netbook, laptop or desktop PC to match 
your needs. You can search for apps or browse by 
categories, including Staff Picks, What's Hot, and 
New Releases. Apps can be tried out for 24 hours before committing to a purchase. From one of today's most pop- 
ular smartphone apps, Angry Birds, to classics such as Pac-Man, the Intel AppUp center has you covered. 




PC Theft Defense 

Powered by Intel Anti-Theft Technology and built into 
select 2nd Generation Intel Core processors, PC Theft 
Defense Service lets you shut down a stolen or lost 
laptop and render it useless to thieves. So you can be 
sure your mobile assets are protected. If your laptop is 
lost or stolen, you can deliver a "poison pill" that will 
turn the laptop into an inoperable brick, so no one 
can access the sensitive data on your machine. And 
when you get the laptop back, restoring it is as simple 
as using a password or single-use token. Select Blue 
Label laptops from Best Buy include three years of PC 
Theft Defense Service at no extra charge. 





ANTI-THEFT 

TECHNOLOGY 



Share Content From 
A Laptop On An HDTV 

Intel Wireless Display, also known as WiDi, 
is a technology built into the 2nd Generation 
Intel Core processors. This ingenious tech- 
nology allows notebook users to display what 
they see on their notebook screen on the 
biggest screen in their home — the HDTV — 
with great image clarity and amazing sound. 
Sharing content from your notebook to your 
HDTV is as easy as using the Netgear Push2TV 
adapter and clicking a button, so there's no 
need for family and friends to crowd around 
the laptop to view your favorite media. 



s 



(jntepWiDi 

Wireless Display 
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Everyday Benefits Of WiMAX 



WiMAX is ideal for all types of users 
seeking a fast, bandwidth-capable wire- 

4C ' ess connect ' on - With high-speed mo- 

WiMAX bile broadband you can: 



Intel 4G 
WiMAX 

Built-in Connectivity 
On The Go 

Whether you're editing documents saved in the cloud, updating your 
social-networking profile, or videoconferencing on a park bench, Intel's 
high-speed 4G WiMAX wireless networking technology lets you connect 
to the Web all around town. Plus, 4G WiMAX will transmit data four 
times faster than 3G connectivity. Go beyond the limited range of Wi-Fi 
with a 4G WiMAX embedded notebook. 



Buy Embedded & Get Connected 

4G WiMAX is built into a variety of laptops. In fact, nearly every Intel 
Core-based laptop available at Best Buy has 4G WiMAX built in. 
Choosing a notebook with 4G WiMAX means you won't have to worry 
about carrying around, and possibly losing or breaking, extra hardware 
such as a USB dongle or mobile hotspot. Take a look at the accompa- 
nying chart to find a model with this technology built right in. 

Along with a 4G WiMAX laptop, you'll need to purchase a subscription 
from a service provider. For instance, Best Buy Connect offers unlim- 
ited 4G WiMAX mobile broadband plans for $45 per month. See www 
.bestbuyconnect.com for plan details. 



Access email quickly from more places 

Place a Voice- over- IP phone call to family and 

friends 

Stream hiccup-free audio and video 

Download music in a hurry 

Simultaneously maintain video, audio, and 

voice connections 



Intel Wireless Display- & 4G 
WiMAX-Capable Notebooks 


4G 
WiMAX 


Intel 
Wireless 
Display 


Asus U52F-BBG6 


• 


• 


Dell I14R-1296TMR 


• 




Delll14R-1296PBL 


• 




Dell I14R-1296LPK 


• 




Samsung RV511-A01 


• 


• 


HP DV6-3225DX 


• 


• 


Toshiba A665-S51 70 
Sony VPCEB42FM 
Toshiba R835-P50X* 


• 

• 


• 

• 


• 


• 


Sony VPCEA46FM 


• 


• 


Toshiba M645-S41 10 


• 


• 


Samsung SF410-A01 
HPDM4-1265DX 
Toshiba M645-S41 14 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


Asus U43F-BBA6 


• 


• 


Samsung QX410-S02 
HP DV7-4285DX 
Delli15R-2728MRB 


• 


• 


• 




• 




Sony VPCEB47GM 


• 


• 


Toshiba A665-3DV1 OX* 


• 




Sony VPCF131FM 
Toshiba A665-S6100X* 


• 




• 


• 


Asus G73SW-BST6* 


• 




Samsung RC512-S02* 

*2nd Gen Core PCs 


• 


• 
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— Which Laptop Computer Is Best For You? 

A laptop computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares the 
features and specs from several different types of laptop models. 



What It Means 



Operating system 



HP G42-475DX 

MSRP: $379.99* 
SKU 2544279 



The software 
(usually Windows 
or Mac OS X) 
that controls 
your computer 



Processor 



Hard drive size; Graphics 
RAM Card 



Dimensions; Optical drives; 

Weight Media card reader 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



2.9GHz AMD 
Phenom II 



How much data Controls the Height x width Drives that can read 



the computer can 
hold; Memory 
that's read and 
written to 



quality of your 
video and 
images 



320GB; 4GB 



ATI Mobility 
Radeon HD 
4250 



x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs; 
Screen size 

1.4x13.4x9 
inches; 4.9 
pounds; 14 
inches 



and write discs; Slots 
that read media cards 
without a separate 
peripheral 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 




Lenovo IdeaPad 
V560-43422GU 

MSRP: $549.99* 
SKU 1945268 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.53GHz Intel 
Core i3 



500GB; 4GB 



Intel HD 



1.3x14.8x10 
inches; 5.4 
pounds; 15.6 
inches 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 



Sony VAIO 
VPCEB33FM/BJ 

MSRP: $549.99* 
SKU 1235144 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.4GHz Intel 
Core i3 



320GB; 4GB 



Intel HD 



1.2x14.6x9.8 
inches; 5.9 
pounds; 15.5 
inches 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 



Asus U43F-BBA6 

MSRP: $749.99* 
SKU 1773105 



Windows 7 Home 2.66GHz Intel 
Premium Core i5 



640GB; 6GB 



UMA 



1.3x13.5x9.5 
inches; 
5 pounds; 
14 inches 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 




Dell Inspiron 
I17R-2950MRB 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 1180025 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.53GHz Intel 
Core i5 



640GB; 6GB 



Intel HD 0.8x16.5x10.9 DVD±RW/Blu-ray 

inches; 6.7 Disc/CD-RW; Yes 

pounds; 1 7.3 
inches 



Sony VAIO 
VPCEA46FM/W 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 1892044 



Windows 7 Home 2.53GHz Intel 
Premium Core i3 



640GB; 4GB 



Intel HD 



1.1x13.6x9.4 
inches; 5.2 
pounds; 14 
inches 



DVD±RW/Blu-ray 
Disc/CD-RW; Yes 



Samsung 
NP-RF711-S01US 

MSRP: $1,049.99* 
SKU 2437262 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.3GHz Intel 
Core i5 



500GB; 4GB 



Nvidia 
GeForce GT 
540M 



1.5x16.3x10.8 
inches; 6.4 
pounds; 1 7.3 
inches 



DVD±RW/Blu-ray 
Disc/CD-RW; Yes 



Toshiba Qosmio 
PQX34U-00N 

MSRP: $1,899.99* 
SKU 25201 19 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2GHz Intel 
Core i7 



500GB; 8GB 



Nvidia 

GeForce GTX 
460M 



1.6x17.4x11.6 
inches; 10.1 
pounds; 18.4 
inches 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/Blu-ray 
Disc/CD-RW; Yes 



_L 



_L 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

Get More Out Of Your PC 

Computers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, keep track of your finances, and more. 
The thing is, most of these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your 
computer's potential, you'll need to buy software. Here are some options. 



Audio, Photo & Video 



^~] Adobe Photoshop 
2k *| Elements 9 

yy| $99.99* 

"^B^ B www.adobe.com 

Easily edit, share, and manage your 
photo collection and get professional results 
using Adobe Photoshop Elements 9. 



Broderbund Print Shop 2.0 
Professional 

$89.99* 

www.broderbund.com 

Create sophisticated projects using 



prmtshop 



the Wizard Design tool or a ready-made tem- 
plate. You can create greeting cards, banners, 
newsletters, photo projects, and more. 



G 



Roxio Creator 201 1 

$99.99* 

www.roxio.com 

Use Roxio Creator 20 11 to easily 
capture, enhance, and preserve your photos, 
videos, and audio projects. New features 
include 3D effects, video stabilization and rota- 
tion, and a redesigned backdrop interface. 3D 
glasses are also included. 

B Corel PaintShop 
Photo Pro X3 Ultimate 

www.corel.com 

Corel PaintShop Photo Pro X3 lets you manage, 
edit, and share your digital photos. Make auto- 
matic fixes in the enhanced Express Lab or you 
can use the included advanced editing tools. 

* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from 




Pinnacle Studio HD Ultimate 
Collection 15 

$129.99* 

www.pinnaclesys.com 
Pinnacle Studio Ultimate HD 
Collection 15 comes with a full set of plug-ins 
and a Chroma-key green screen for advanced 
effects, editing, and production. 

Jq Adobe Premiere 
Elements 9 

$99.99* 

1 www.adobe.com 
Turn your home videos into movies using special 
effects, music, and images from Adobe Premiere 
Elements 9. Once you're done, you can share 
them via disc or the Internet. 

Roxio Easy VHS To DVD 

$59.99* 
www.roxio.com 

Use Roxio's Easy VHS To DVD soft- 
ware to easily transfer video from VHS, Hi8, 
V8, or analog camcorders to DVD. You can 
also edit the video and add professional effects. 

Nero 10 Multimedia Suite 
Platinum HD 

$99.99* 
www.nero.com 

Nero 10 Multimedia Suite Platinum HD 
makes it easy to import video from nearly any 
source, add effects, and then burn the final 
result to BD, DVD, or CD. You can also share 
it between mobile devices. 





Business Applications 

■[■■k Microsoft Office 

" Home & Student 2010 

i^J $149.99* 
~^~ J www.microsoft.com 
The Home and Student version of Microsoft 
Office 2010 has enhanced features for creating 
and managing documents and includes Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, and OneNote. 

Individual Software 
ResumeMaker Professional 

$29.95* 

I www.individualsoftware.com 
It 's easy to write a professional resume 
quickly using ResumeMaker Professional. The 
software also includes advanced search tools. 

■ Intuit Quicken Home 
& Business 2011 
quicken.intuit.com 
The 20 1 1 version of Quicken Home and 
Business will help you categorize your home 
and business finances and show you profits 
and losses at a glance. Plus, you can streamline 
the tax-paying process when the time comes. 




Intuit QuickBooks Pro 2011 

$229.95* 

quickbooks.intuit.com 
Easily keep track of your company's 
finances with QuickBooks Pro 
2011. You can view expense and income 
breakdowns, account balances, and more, so 
its easy to know where your money is going. 



retail pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

Activision Barbie 
& The Three 
\ Musketeers 

$19.99* 
www.activision.com 
Choose a character with a 
unique ability to help you 
tackle obstacles and solve 
puzzles to uncover a plot 
against the prince and be- 
come a true musketeer. 

g Disney Interactive 
Studio Alice In 
Wonderland 

$19.99* 
disney.go.com/disney 
interactivestudios 

Inspired by the Tim Burton film, 
this game lets you fall down 
the rabbit hole and experience 
Alice's adventure in Wonder- 
land. You can play as the Mad 
Hatter, White Rabbit, or an- 
other character from the film to 
help Alice on her journey. 

Electronic Arts 
The Sims 3 

$49.95* 
www.ea.com 

Create your very own Sims. 
Customize their personalities, 
appearances, and homes and 
send them out into the world to 
explore the neighborhood and 
meet new friends. 

Lego Indiana Jones 
2: The Adventure 
Continues 

$29.99* 
www. I ucasarts.com 
Explore the locations from all 
four films and build your own 
levels and environments. Your 
favorite Indiana Jones charac- 
ters are depicted in Lego form. 



Home 
Productivity 





i 




B Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 

$99.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and 
documents much faster than 
you can type by letting Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking do the typ- 
ing for you. The software has an 
accuracy rate of up to 99%. 

HGTV Home 
& Landscape 
Platinum Suite 
Version 3 

$49.95* 

novadevelopment.com 
Plan home improvements or 
build your dream home with 
HGTV Home & Landscape. 
Complete your 3D model in 
a matter of minutes and then 
enjoy a virtual walkaround. 

■■teg Serif CraftArtist 
Platinum Edition 

$59.99* 

www.serif.com 
Use your digital photos and 
CraftArtist Platinum Edition to 
create stunning projects that 
make the perfect gifts for friends 
and family. Tools such as the 
photo editor, as well as digital 
scissors and brushes let you 
personalize your projects. 



Nova Develop- 
ment Family Tree 
Maker Deluxe 

$69.95* 
novadevelopment.com 

Explore and preserve your 
family history with the soft- 
ware, a free three-month sub- 
scription to Ancestry.com, an 
iPhone app, and more. 



Security/ 
Utilities 



i 



Kaspersky Lab 
Internet Security 
2011 

$79.95* 
www.kaspersky.com 
This software includes features 
to protect you from the 
latest viruses, spy ware, and 
malware threats for one year 
and three PCs. 



Kaspersky Lab 
Pure Total 
Security 

$89.95* 






www.kaspersky.com 
Kaspersky Pure Total Security 
offers all-in-one protection for 
your PC. It protects against 
Internet threats and identity 
theft and also offers backup, 
encryption, and clean-up tools. 



webrool 



„, 



Webroot Internet 
Security Complete 
2011 

$79.95* 
www.webroot.com 
Internet Security Complete can 
protect your computer from 
spyware, viruses, and spam. It 
also uses advanced technolo- 
gies to ensure your identity is 
safe as you shop and browse 
the Internet. You can also back 
up digital photos and other 
files and sync them with a PC. 

Trend Micro 
Titanium Maximum 
Security 

$79.95* 
www.trendmicro.com 

Trend Micro's Titanium 
Maximum Security is easy to use 
and provides a variety of tools that 
can keep your computer and 
identity safe. 





System Clean-Up 
& Repair 

Avanquest 
Fix-It Utilities 
11 Professional 

$49.95* 
www.avanquest.com 

Make your computer run like 
new. Use Fix-It Utilities / / 
to defragment, clean, repair, 
and optimize your Windows 
registry to improve overall PC 
performance and check your 
system memory, hard drive, 
and more. 




iolo System 
Mechanic 

$49.95* 
www.iolo.com 

With System Mechanic, you 
can find and fix errors and frag- 
mentation on your PC, clean 
out clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 

Acronis True 
Image Home 
2011 

$79.98* 
www.acronis.com 
This software backs up your 
entire computer, including the 
operating system, files, settings, 
and more, so you can easily 
recreate your system in the 
event of data loss. 

iolo 
DriveScrubber 

$29.95* 
www.iolo.com 

When it's time to get rid of 
your old computer, use Drive- 
Scrubber to ensure all of 
your personal data has been 
deleted. DriveScrubber 
will wipe your entire drive, 
including free space, and 
restore damaged drives. 
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NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




KEYBOARD 



• An ergonomic design can 
cut down on the wrist 
strain associated with 
carpal tunnel syndrome 

• Bluetooth connectivity 
lends itself to a tidy desk 
because there's one less 
wire to contend with 

• A specialty model, such 
as a gaming or media key- 
board, adds functionality 
to your pastime of choice 




Offers an affordable way 
to connect all of your 
peripherals, even if you 
have more gadgets than 
USB ports 

Adds the convenience 
of easy USB access — no 
more reaching behind 
your computer to plug in 
your USB devices 




EXTERNA L HARD DRIVE 

• Protect precious video and 
photo memories: Back up 
to an external hard drive 

• Keep your computer run- 
ning more efficiently by 
saving large files, such as 
your media collection, on 
an external drive 




• A wireless mouse will cut 
down on cable clutter at 
your desk and also offers 
the convenience of por- 
tability for laptop use 

• A gaming mouse can de- 
liver better accuracy and 
speed for the ultimate 

in control 

• Consider customizable 
buttons if you want to be 
able to access media, files, 
or programs with one- 
touch convenience 



A computer is a big investment, and now that you've taken the 
plunge, it's time to decide what accessories you need to go 
along with that shiny new purchase. We've rounded up several 
of our favorite extras for every computer owner. Whether you 
have a laptop or desktop, be sure to add these items to your 
shopping list to complete your computing experience. 





CLEANING KIT 



• Specially designed cleaners 
will keep your computer 
screen clean without run- 
ning the risk of scratching 
its surface 

• Cloths are often made of 
low-conductivity material 
in order to reduce static 




• Ensure the electrical current 
running to your desktop or 
laptop computer doesn't 
exceed proper levels 

• Portable models will protect 
your laptop when you're on 
the go for work or play 




Bridge the gap between 
long-distance family and 
friends with online video 
chatting by adding a Web 
cam to your setup 




PRINTER 



A quality photo printer will 
eliminate trips to the drug- 
store for prints and give you 
the ability to instantly share 
your photo memories 
An all-in-one model is the 
perfect addition for any 
busy family that needs a 
device that can operate 
as a copier, scanner, fax 
machine, and printer 




To keep your desktop or 
laptop computer in tip-top 
shape, take advantage of the 
computing services offered at 
your local CE retailer. They 
can help you keep your ma- 
chine running smoothly and 
free from the dangers that 
lurk online. 

• Computer Setup & 
Networking 

• Virus & Spyware Removal 

• Data Backup & Recovery 

• Hardware & Software 
Upgrades 

• Training & Consultation 
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Computing Glossary 



Shopping for a computer 
can be intimidating, espe- 
cially with all of the complex 
terminology. Here, we'll ex- 
plain some common com- 
puter jargon. 

Bluetooth — A short-range wireless stan- 
dard that connects devices such as com- 
puters, printers, headsets, and digital 
cameras so they can be used together 
without being connected physically 
with a cord. 

broadband — Network connections 
that transmit high-speed Internet access. 
Broadband speed varies depending on 
the provider. Cable companies offer 
speeds of around 8 to 1 1 Mbps, whereas 
phone companies offer DSL, which sup- 
ports speeds of 3 to 5Mbps. 

Ethernet — A widely used LAN protocol 
in which computers and networks are 
physically linked with a cord. 

firewall — Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or another 
outside source to your computer; it also 
may limit your computer's access to 
the network. These security measures 
are designed to protect your computer 
from outsiders who'd like to exploit it 
in some way. By the same token, fire- 
walls may prevent infected files on your 
computer from accessing the larger 



network and spreading the problem to 
other users. 

HDMI (high-definition multimedia in- 
terface) — An output that some com- 
puters offer to transmit uncompressed 
(and ultimately high-quality) audio and 
video to a compatible HD display, such 
as an HDTV. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) — This tech- 
nology sandwiches liquid crystals be- 
tween thin sheets of glass. The crystals 
twist and untwist to allow and block 
light from a backlight, forming the im- 
ages you see. Initially used mostly in 
notebook PCs, you'll now find LCDs in 
TVs and computer monitors, as well as 
digital cameras, cell phones, portable 
DVD players, and other devices. 

mobile broadband — A communication 
technology, which is also called LTE, 
WiMAX, 3G, and 4G, that uses cell phone 
towers to connect devices to the Internet. 
Generally, you need a service contract 
and it's only available in select cities. 

operating system — The software, such as 
Windows Vista, Windows 7, or Mac OS 
X, that controls a computer and its periph- 
erals and serves as the primary interface 
for users. 

processor — Also known as a micropro- 
cessor or CPU, this integrated circuit 
controls the computer. Some CPUs fea- 



ture two or four processors (called dual- 
and quad-core processors) on a single 
die or chassis, speeding up the com- 
puter and its ability to multitask. 

RAM (random-access memory) — A type 
of memory that's read from and written 
to by the CPU and hardware. 

streaming — The act of wirelessly transfer- 
ring content from one device to another; 
for example, you can stream personal 
photos from a computer in the basement 
to a compatible HDTV in the living room. 

tablet — Larger than a smartphone but 
smaller than a laptop, tablets are com- 
puting devices that often feature apps. 
Many have touchscreens that can be ma- 
nipulated with a finger touch or stylus. 

upgradeable — The ability to add or swap 
out hardware to boost a computer's perfor- 
mance or replace a defective or obsolete 
device or component. For instance, you 
may add more memory, replace an old 
CRT with a widescreen LCD, or swap out 
an older video card for a newer one that 
features an ATSC TV tuner so you can 
watch digital TV on your computer. 

WLAN (wireless local-area net-work) — 

A setup that consists of a wireless router 
and a group of Wi-Fi-enabled devices, 
such as notebooks and BD players, that 
communicate wirelessly to share files, 
media, and other information. 
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TABLETS & eREADERS 



COVER STORY 



Research In Motion's 
BlackBerry PlayBook 

The Tablet Experience You've Been Waiting For 



When you think of business-class 
smartphones, Research In Motion's 
BlackBerry is the first brand that 
comes to mind. On the tablet scene, 
however, the BlackBerry PlayBook 
(www.us.blackberry.com) has some- 
thing for everyone — it's for people 
who mean business. The 1 6GB 
BlackBerry PlayBook is currently 
available for $499, 32GB for $599, 
and 64GB for $699. 




BlackBerry PlayBoo] 

$499 (16GB model) 

$599 (32GB model) 

$699 (64GB model) 

us.blackberry.com 




On-The-Go Entertainment 

No tablet is complete without apps, and the BlackBerry PlayBook offers full access 
to tablet-optimized apps via BlackBerry App World. And with OpenGL support, the 
PlayBook has some serious gaming potential. 

As you'd expect from a BlackBerry, communication on the PlayBook is top-notch; the 
crystal clear high-resolution display paired with a 3MP high-definition forward-facing 
camera lets you video chat like never before. And you can leave your digital camera at 
home — the PlayBook also features a 5MP high-definition rear-facing camera. 

The PlayBook also features built-in stereo speakers on both sides of the display (in landscape 
mode) and a built-in stereo mic so the people you're chatting with feel like you're right there in 
the room. At the top of the PlayBook, you'll also find handy media keys that let you play, pause, 
and adjust the volume levels of your media. Supported video standards include H.264, MPEG4, 
WMV, and 1 080p HD video output to your HDTV using the PlayBook's micro HDMI port. 



Born To Multitask 

Thanks to an OS that's based 
on QNX technology, all of 
your favorite activities remain 
at your fingertips, and you 
can run multiple simultaneous 
apps at once. Other tablet 
OSes simply pause back- 
ground apps, but the PlayBook 
lets you continue downloading 
media, listening to music, and 
exploring the Web all at once. 
It's as close to a desktop com- 
puting experience as you can 
find on a tablet. 
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TABLETS & eREADERS 



COVER STORY 




Web Maximized 

Browsing the Web using the 
BlackBerry PlayBook is no different 
than what you'd experience with 
your desktop PC. You can access 
the full Internet, and it supports 
interactive and multimedia content 
that uses Adobe Flash 10.1, Adobe 
AIR, HTML 5, Java, and more. For 
the best mobile Web experience 
currently available on smartphones 
and tablets, the BlackBerry PlayBook 
also uses a WebKit-based browser. 



Unexpected Specs 

The BlackBerry PlayBook is a unique tablet that uses the 
BlackBerry Tablet OS, which was built from the ground up to run 
blazingly fast on the latest hardware. The PlayBook features a 
1GHz dual-core processor; 7-inch, 4-finger capacitive multitouch 
LCD screen with a pixel-dense 1,024 x 600 resolution; 1GB 
of RAM for running lots of apps simultaneously; Wi-Fi 802.1 1 
a/b/g/n for superior connectivity; built-in GPS; and a Micro USB 
port. There's also an accelerometer, 6-axis motion sensing gy- 
roscope, and digital compass for use in navigation apps, games, 
and more. With that kind of hardware, it's easy to see why the 
PlayBook offers one of the richest tablet experiences available. 



The Business End 

Based on all of this, you could be forgiven for thinking that the 
PlayBook is all play and no work, but RIM's expertise in the 
world of mobile business isn't lost on the PlayBook. BlackBerry 
Bridge technology lets current BlackBerry smartphone and 
PlayBook owners securely access their smartphone data on the 
PlayBook, as well as browse the Web, access email, and more 
using the existing smartphone data plan. Users can also access 
corporate intranets and use Documents To Go, Adobe Reader, 
and Enterprise VPN for yet another layer of security. 
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Total Touch Control 



Acer Iconia Tab A500 



Conjure up media files, Web ac- 
cess, and games at the touch of your 
fingers. As a companion to your 
notebook, the Acer Iconia Tab A500 
proves itself time and again. 



Acer Iconia Tab A500 

$449.99 | us.acer.com 

SKU: 2512059 

Multimedia Magic 

The Acer Iconia Tab A500's multitouch 
control makes it easy to navigate your 
video, music, and pictures, while the 10.1- 
inch widescreen and Dolby Mobile audio 
bring it all to life. 

The display's 80-degree viewing angle means 
you won't have to crowd together to see your 
720p HD videos. The A500's clear.fi software 
automatically finds media files stored on 
computers and other DLNA devices on your 
network. And if there's an HDTV nearby, 
simply connect an HDMI cable to entertain 
the whole room in 1080p Full HD. 




Online Power 

The Iconia's broad Wi-Fi a/b/g/n support 
makes Internet access hassle-free. And it 
supports Adobe Flash, so you'll get a full 
Web experience. 

Once you're caught up on your social net- 
working and multi-account email, take the 
A500's six-axis gyro accelerometer for a spin 
with some online gaming. Even HD and 3D 
titles are no problem for the Nvidia graphics. 



Apps 

Because the A500 runs the Android 
3.0 "Honeycomb" OS, it supports 
thousands of Android apps available 
online. Better yet, it comes preloaded 
with software such as Need for Speed: 
Shift, Let's Golf, and a trial version 
of Microsoft's Docs To Go app for 
viewing Office documents. 

The Acer LumiRead, Google Books, 
and Zinio eReading apps make the 
most of the A500's portrait and land- 
scape auto-rotation feature. And to 
simplify social networking, the Acer 
Socialjogger can consolidate Facebook 
and other updates on a single page. 



Tech Specs 

• Dual-core 1GHz 
Nvidia Tegra 2 
processor 

• Alpine Silver brushed 
aluminum chassis 

• 0.5-inch thick, 1.69 
pounds 

• 5MP rear camera with 
flash and autofocus 

• 2MPWebcam 

• 16GB onboard 
storage; expandable 
to 48GB via micro- 
SD card 

• Battery life of 8 hours+ 

• Dolby Mobile audio 
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TABLETS & eREADERS 



The Tablet 
Everyone Knows 

Apple iPad 2 



Picking up where the original iPad left off, the faster, thinner, 
lighter, more powerful iPad 2 ($499 to $829; www.apple 
.com) only continues to broaden digital horizons. 



Apple iPad 2 

Wi-Fi only: $499 (16GB), $599 (32GB), and $699 (64GB) 

Wi-Fi + 3G: $629 (16GB), $729 (32GB), $829 (64GB) 

www.apple.com 




The Foundation 

Typical of Apple devices, the iPad 2 possesses a jaw-dropping 
design, but underneath its 33% thinner, 15% lighter aircraft- 
grade aluminum exterior lies: 

• A faster, multitasking-ready 1 GHz dual-core A5 processor 

• 9X better graphics performance 

• Continually evolving iOS mobile operating system 

• VGA front- and 720p (at 30fps) rear-facing cameras 

• 802.1 1 n Wi-Fi and 3G connectivity (model dependent) 

• Faster Safari Web browser 



App-alioious 

Beyond including such apps as iMovie and 
GarageBand to record and edit movies and music, 
the iPad 2 grants access to thousands of native and 
compatible iPhone apps in the App Store you can 
use to craft artistic masterpieces, monitor your blood 
pressure, create an inventory database, access news, 
DJ a party, amplify an electric guitar, improve your 
golf game, find recipes, read multimedia children's 
books, update a Twitter account, and much more. 



Unceasingly Adaptable 

Arguably, the iPad 2's best trait is how much it lets you do, including: 

• Browse, buy, and read books from Apple's i Bookstore 

• Play vivid games alone or with others in the Game Center 

• Download music, podcasts, audiobooks, TV shows, and movies from 
the iTunes Store 

• Manage all media with iTunes software 

• Conduct FaceTime video calls with fellow Apple device owners 

• Mirror video playing on the iPad 2's screen on a connected HDTV at up to 1 080p 
(with optional adapter) 

• Wirelessly stream media to speakers, docks, and other AirPlay-supported devices 



Tech Specs 

• 1 GHz dual-core A5 chip 

• 9.7-inch LED backlit multi-touch 
widescreen display (1,024 x 768) 

• 0.34 inches thick; 1 .33 (Wi-Fi) and 
1.35 (Wi-Fi + 3G) pounds 

• Front and back cameras 

• Up to 1 hours battery life 

• Built-in Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 2.1 

• Integrated speaker, microphone, 
3.5mm headphone jack 
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More Than A Tablet 

Asus Eee Pad Transformer 



Technically, Asus' Eee Pad Transformer ($399.99 
[16GB] and $499.99 [32GB]; www.asus.com) is among 
the most affordable tablets available that has advanced 
capabilities. But match its HD-friendly touchscreen 
display and dual-core Nvidia 1GHz Tegra 2 processor 
with Asus' multitalented Mobile Docking Station ($149), 
and it suddenly enters notebook territory, letting you 
work and play in ways other tablets don't. 

Eee Pad Transformer 

$399.99 (16GB) and $499.99 (32GB) 

www.asus.com I SKU: 2475112 



Well-Connected 

Alone, the Transformer integrates GPS, Bluetooth 2.1, 
Wi-Fi, a micro SD card reader, mic/headphone jacks, 
and stereo speakers. Attach the docking station and you 
gain: 

• A full-sized QWERTY keyboard with Android- 
specific keys 

• Multitouch touchpad 

• Two USB ports to easily transfer music, documents, 
photos, and other files 

• An SD card reader to quickly upload photos and video 

• Extended battery power (from 9.5 to 1 6 hours) 




Power To Entertain 

With its 10.1 -inch display, SRS Sound support, multi- 
tasking processor, mini HDMI-out port, and 5MP rear- 
and 1 .2 MP front-facing cameras, you can: 

• Watch HD-quality content on-screen or connect it 
to an HDTV and 5.1 surround-sound system for 
1080p playback 

• Play rich-looking Flash-based games 

• Web surf, update social network profiles, and more 

• Video chat with friends, family, and co-workers 

• Listen to Web radio stations or your own music in 3D- 
stereo sound 



Off To Work 



Built on Android 3.0 Honeycomb and supporting Android 
Market apps, the Transformer also ships with Polaris Office soft- 
ware for creating professional-looking presentation, word, and 
spreadsheet documents. Asus' own Sync, Launcher, MyLibrary, 
MyCloud, and MyNet offerings let you stream media to net- 
worked devices; store and access files to and from the Asus 
WebStorage online service (unlimited storage for one year); 
manage music, video, photos, and other content; sync PC- 
stored contact and calendar data; and more. 



Tech Specs 




• Dual-core 1 GHz Nvidia 


• Up to 1 6 hours of battery life 


Tegra 2 processor 


• Built-in Wi-Fi and 


• 0.51 inch thick; 


Bluetooth 2.1 


1 .49 pounds 


• Scratch-resistant, 10.1 -inch 


• 5MP rear- and 1.2MP 


LED backlight display 


front-facing cameras 


(1,280x800) 


• 32GB onboard storage 


• 10-finger multitouch support 
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A Tablet For The Cloud 



Motorola Xoom 



A tablet like the Motorola Xoom ($599 [Wi-Fi] 
and $799.99 [Wi-Fi and 3G]; www.motorola 
.com) doesn't need much of an introduction. 
Not only does it feature front- and rear-facing 
cameras, 720p video recording, and a 10.1- 
inch display, the Xoom can hold its own when 
it comes to connectivity, productivity, and 
mobile service accessibility. 

Motorola Xoom 

$599 (Wi-Fi) and $799.99 (Wi-Fi and 3G) 

www.motorola.com 

SKUs: 1946197 and 1946179 



Make Connections 

There are two Xoom models available — one 
has built-in Wi-Fi while the other is Wi-Fi- and 
3G-capable. Using these wireless technologies, 
it's possible to stream media, instant message, 
and browse the Web. For instance, you can 
listen to Internet radio or play videos (for up to 
1 hours) when you're working out at the gym 
during your lunch break. Using a Xoom with 
Verizon Wireless 3G will let you keep your 
connection uninterrupted so long as you're 
within a 3G service area. 




Multitask With An Android OS 

Thanks to the Android 3.0 OS, you won't 
have to open and close apps one at a time 
when you switch between tasks. Instead, you 
can simultaneously open a document, check 
social network updates, search via Google, 
or flip through a photo album because the 
Xoom can multitask. The operating system 
also lets you scroll or stack its dynamic wid- 
gets with the touch of a finger. 



Xoom Through 
The Cloud 

Web-based software, which 
is a form of cloud computing, 
gives you access to applica- 
tions and services that don't 
need to be saved on a de- 
vice's internal storage. The 
Xoom offers Google mobile 
services, so you can take 
advantage of services that 
operate in the cloud, such as 
Gmail, Google Maps, Google 
Talk, and Google eBooks. 



Tech Specs 

• Dual-core 1GHz Nvidia 
Tegra 2 processor 

• Android 3.0 operating 
system 

• 1 0.1 -inch display 

• Anodized aluminum and 
soft touch chassis 

• 0.5-inch thick, 1.5 pounds 

• 5MP rear camera 
2MP Web cam 

• 32GB onboard storage 

• Built-in Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 
2.1 
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Small, Light 
&Fast 

Amazon Kindle 
eReader With Wi-Fi 



The Amazon Kindle with Wi-Fi ($1 39; www.kindle.com) is a 
sleek eReader that weighs less than and can offer much more 
reading material than a traditional paperback. 

Amazon Kindle with Wi-Fi 

$139 | www.kindle.com 

SKU: 1277791 




Built With Comfort In Mind 

Boasting a 6-inch high-contrast E Ink screen, the Kindle displays 
text that's easy on the eyes. It mimics the same experience as 
reading from paper, so you'll be able to see what's on-screen 
under bright conditions. And because it uses the latest E Ink Pearl 
technology, text and images appear 50% more clear and sharp 
than the regular E Ink. You won't get tired holding the Kindle, 
either. It weighs only 8.5 ounces and measures a third of an inch 
thick, making it actually lighter than most books and magazines. 



Connectivity & Power 

With built-in Wi-Fi capabilities, you can use the 
Kindle to browse a library of over 900,000 titles 
and download in as little as 60 seconds using 
Whispersync from Amazon. In addition to titles you 
can purchase, many free classics, blogs, newspapers, 
and magazines are also available. 

The Kindle can automatically detect when you're 
near a Wi-Fi hotspot, and if the connection re- 
quires a passcode, the eReader can remember it 
for future use. Battery life is also one less thing 
you need to mind, as the Kindle can operate up 
to a month using a single charge. And when you 
need to power it for another month's worth of 
reading, you use the included USB adapter. 



Extra Features 




-§028888880 



In addition to eBooks, the Kindle can play MP3s, display files such 
as PDFs and photos, read aloud with its text-to-speech function, 
and more. For those who seek a broader connectivity experience, 
both the Kindle 3G + Wi-Fi and Kindle DX can wirelessly access 
the Web using 3G cell phone towers for free. 



Tech Specs 

• 6-inch E Ink Pearl high-contrast screen 

• 7.5 x4.9 inches (HxW) 

• 0.4 inch thick, weighs 8.5oz 

• 4GB internal storage for up to 3,500 eBooks 

• Battery lasts up to one month (with Wi-Fi turned off) 

• Built-in Wi-Fi 

• Text-to-speech 
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eBooks In Color 



The Nook Color 



When the Nook Color ($249.99; www 
.nook.com) was first released, it was a 7-inch 
eReader that offered some features which 
could only be found on more advanced tablets 
with computing capabilities, such as a media 
player and full Web browser. Since then, an 
update for the Nook Color has turned the 
device into a powerhouse that can download 
and run apps; access email; and support play- 
back of Flash-based online video, such 
as YouTube. 

eReader Features 

• Using the built-in Wi-Fi, you can easily 
access a growing selection of more than 
2 million books (more than 1 million of 
the books are free), as well as maga- 
zines and newspapers in full color. 

• Some Nook Kids titles can be read 
aloud by the Nook, while others may 
also include activities (such as games 
built into the story) or animations that 
enhance the reading experience. 

• You can create your own group of 
Nook Friends with whom you can 
swap books and share recommenda- 
tions. You can also share and recom- 
mend books via Facebook and Twitter. 




Tech Specs 


• Texas Instruments RM Cortex-A8 


processor 


• 7-inch VividView Color Touchscreen 


(1,024x600 resolution) 


• 8GB of onboard storage; expandable 


up to 32GB via microSD slot 


• 0.48 inch thick, 15.8 ounces 


• Built-in Wi-Fi 


• Up to eight hours of battery life 



Advanced Features 

• Within Nook Apps, you can shop from a selection of popular apps. The 
options range from organization tools (such as to-do lists or the ability to 
view and edit Microsoft Office documents) to video games, news, and 
entertainment apps. 

• The email app built into the Nook Color supports most popular Webmail, 
such as Yahoo!, Gmail, and Hotmail, as well as corporate email through 
Microsoft Exchange. You can access all your email from a single inbox. 

• The built-in media player lets you play both music and videos. When 
connected via Wi-Fi, you can stream music from Pandora.com or use 
your Web browser to watch Flash-based videos. 
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eBooks On Your Time 



Kobo Wireless eReader 



With the Kobo Wireless eReader ($139; 
Koboereader.com), you'll experience on-the-go 
reading flexibility. Using the device's built-in 
Wi-Fi, you can browse over 2.2 million books, 
newspapers, and magazines to purchase your 
favorite titles. What's more, you can also access 
the Kobo store and eBooks from your other de- 
vices, such as smartphones and laptops. 



Kobo Wireless eReader 

S 139 | Koboereader.com 

SKU: 2270049 




Easy On The Eyes 

An eReader screen can have a huge impact 
on your reading experience. The Kobo 
eReader uses text that's easy on your eyes, 
and even gives you the choice to customize 
it with five type sizes and two font styles. It 
also employs E Ink technology, which de- 
livers on-screen visuals with the same look 
and feel as the pages found in a traditional 
book. As a result, text is crisp and easy to 
read, even under bright conditions, which 
helps minimize eyestrain. 



What's On? 

Once you start up a Kobo Wireless 
eReader, you can instantly start reading. 
The device is preloaded with a library 
of complete, classic eBooks — 100 in all. 
When you're ready for more, simply use 
the built-in Wi-Fi support to find new 
electronic material online. The eReader 
can even borrow eBooks from partici- 
pating local libraries. 




Better Than A Book 

Light and thin, the Wireless eReader comes 
with a unique, quilted backing that's color- 
keyed to match the Onyx, Pearl ized Lilac, 
or Metallic Silver finish. It's a device that's 
crafted to feel comfortable in your hands, 
much like a regular book. 

And not only does it bookmark the last 
page you've read, it also synchronizes 
your bookmarks with free Kobo reader 
apps. This means you can continue 
reading the same eBook from the same 
point on your computer or mobile device. 



Tech Specs 

• 6-inch screen with 16 
levels of grayscale 

• Battery life of 1 days 
or 10,000 page turns 

• ePUBand PDF eBook 
format support 

• Only 0.4 inches thin 

• Weighs less than half 
a pound 

• 1,000 eBook capac- 
ity; expandable to 

1 0,000 eBooks via SD 
memory card 
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TABLETS & eREADERS 



eReader Or Tablet? 



The Pandigital Novel Is An eReader 
With The Works 



"I love my eReader/' you hear people 
say. "I just wish it were in color/' Or 
was backlit. Or had a touchscreen. Or 
could play audio files. Or had more 
tab let- 1 ike features. Enter the Pandigita 
Novel 7" Color Multimedia eReader 
($179.99 ESP; www.pandigital.net), 
which not only has outstanding 
eReader features, all with a simple 
touch, but also offers multimedia and 
tablet-like functions. 



An All-ln-One Device 

The Android-based Pandigital Novel may 
be an electronic book reader, but it defi- 
nitely has some very tablet-like features. 
Most obvious is its 7-inch color LCD touch- 
screen, which comes with a backlight so 
you won't have to buy a separate booklight 
accessory in order to read in bed. Pandigital 
made the backlight adjustable so you can 
dim it or brighten it according to your sur- 
roundings. The Pandigital Novel can tap 
into over 2 million ebooks and periodicals 
from the Barnes & Noble eBookstore — with 
over 500,000 of them free. With B&N's 
LendMe feature, you can even loan certain 
ebooks to family members and friends for 
up to two weeks at a time. And, you can 
add titles no matter where you find them as 
long as they are in the supported EPUB or 
PDF file formats. There's room for hundreds 
(if not thousands) of books, magazines, and 
newspapers in the Pandigital Novel's 2GB 
of internal shared memory. And with the 
SD Card reader's support of SD or SDHC 
memory cards all the way up to 32GB, your 
storage is virtually limitless. 



Pandigital Novel 7" 
Color Multimedia 
eReader 

179.99 ESP 
www.pandigital.net 
SKU: 1409299 




Multimedia Features 

• Playback of music and audio files (MP3, 
AAC, WAV) 

• An integrated speaker and a head- 
phone jack 

• Display of MPEG4 videos 

• Digital photo sharing and slideshow 
display (JPEG, PNG, GIF, and BMP) 

• Email support — send and receive to 
Gmail and Yahoo! Internet mail accounts 

• Alarm clock, calendar, and contact man- 
agement applications 

• Web browsing — including social net- 
working sites 

• Wi-Fi 802.1 1 b/g support for home or 
public hotspot connectivity 

• Up to six hours of battery life 

• The rechargeable battery can be replaced 
by a service center as needed 



JL 



Tech Specs 

• Automatic portrait/ 
landscape screen 
orientation 

• Color picture books 
supported 

• Unlimited 
bookmarking 

• Keyword search 

• Night reading 
mode 

• A dictionary for 
looking up unfamil- 
iar verbiage 

• Font size increase/ 
decrease 

• Text highlighting 

• Annotation/markup 
via virtual keyboard 
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A Great Addition 
To Your Laptop 

Velocity Micro Cruz T301 



The Velocity Micro Cruz T301 ($1 99.99; 
www.cruzreader.com) is more than a digital 
reader, it also makes the most of the Web 
with built-in Wi-Fi and apps. With a capaci- 
tive touchscreen and an Android 2.2 OS, the 
T301 can also surf the Web, access social net- 
working sites, check email, and much more. 

Velocity Micro Cruz T301 

$199.99 | www.cruzreader.com 

SKU: 1991469 

Apps Aplenty 

The T301 is pre-loaded with plenty of 
apps. An alarm clock, Web browser, and 
full dictionary are included, along with 
apps that let you access Facebook, Twitter, 
and most Web-based email accounts. 
There are plenty more out-of-the-box 
apps, but you can add to the collection by 
connecting to the Amazon Appstore for 
Android apps or the CruzMarket for Cruz- 
specific apps using Wi-Fi. 



For Your Reading 
Pleasure 

With the pre-installed Amazon Kindle for 
Android app, you can browse and down- 
load new reading content, some of which 
is even free. You can also read ePUB files 
by downloading the CruzMarket Word 
Player app. With the T301 , you can add 
a social twist to your reading: You can 
post your favorite quotes on Facebook 
by switching from the Kindle app to the 
Facebook for Mobile app. 




Make The Most Of 
The Cloud 

Thanks to its built-in Wi-Fi, the Cruz T301 
can connect to the Web and access content 
from the cloud when you need it most. For 
example, the included CruzSync app lets 
you store files on the Web, which not only 
functions as a convenient backup solu- 
tion but also gives you the ability to stream 
video or music files you have saved on the 
CruzSync Web site. So whether you're at 
the coffee shop, in your living room, or 
waiting for a connecting flight at the airport, 
you can instantly access your files. 
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Tech Specs 



Android 2.2 OS 

7-inch capacitive 

touchscreen 

0.6 inch thick, 1 pound 

2GB built-in storage, 

expandable up to 32GB 

with SD/SDHC 

Built-in Wi-Fi 

Accelerometer for 

landscape or portrait 

viewing 

Battery life of six hours 

(video) 
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Tablet 

Operating Systems 



What's The Difference? 



Not all tablets have the same operating system. However, many tablets can perform similar 
tasks. Below we differentiate between popular tablet OSes. 



Apple iOS 

• More than 65,000 apps are available. Pre-installed apps include Mail, 
Safari (Web browser), iPod (media player), Calendar, Camera, Face- 
Time (video calling for iPad 2), Maps, iTunes, App Store, Contacts, 
Game Center, and Photo Booth (photo special effects for iPad 2) 

• Quickly switch between apps with the multitasking feature 

• Spotlight Search function helps you quickly find files, media, apps, 
emails, and contacts based on search terms, and a folder system will 



organize apps 
Folder system and home 
screen dock streamline your 
access to apps 
Supports encrypted net- 
work communication and 
includes optional parental 
controls and passcode lock 



in i 
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Android OS 

• There are three versions of the Android OS used by tablets: Android 
2.2, 2.3, and the latest release, Android 3.0 

• Preloaded apps on the Android 3.0 OS include the Google Chrome 
Web browser, Camera, The Gallery (photo album), Contacts, and Email 

• Easily switch between apps with visual multitasking via the Recent 
Apps toolbar 

• Customizable home screen lets you add 
shortcuts to the widgets and apps you use 
most often 

• Keep your tablet safe with numeric or alpha- 
numeric password options, plus Microsoft 
Exchange password policies and remote 
wiping capabilities 
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BlackBerry Tablet OS 

• Discover a whole new world of power- 
ful apps built for your BlackBerry tablet, 
plus you can run many apps developed 
for BlackBerry smartphones and An- 
droid devices 

• BlackBerry Bridge provides you with app 
essentials so you can video chat, browse 
the Web, message friends, share photos, 
and edit documents 

• Use multiple apps at once for work 
and play 

• Access your favorite Web sites quickly 
using the Home Screen Browser 
Bookmarks 

• Download app players for BlackBerry 
Java and Android app compatibility 

• Security features include built-in support 
for Cisco and Checkpoint VPNs 
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TABLETS & eREADERS 



Which Tablet Is Best For You? 



Tablets offer many of the same productivity capabilities that laptops do, but these compact, light devices are more portable, and you can 
customize many of them with apps the same way you would a smartphone. To find the tablet that fits your needs, here's a comparison of 
the latest models. 



What It Means 



Platform 



The software that 
controls a tablet 



Internal 
Storage 

How much 
data the tablet 
can hold 






Connectivity 

How the tablet 
can connect to 
the Web (Wi-Fi, 
3G, or both) 



Battery Life 

How long the 
battery will last 
when the tablet 
is being used 



Dimensions; 
Weight 

Height x width x 
depth; Screen size; 
How much the 
tablet weighs 



Ports; Media card 
reader 

Sockets that give 
a tablet access 
to peripherals; 
Slots that can read 
media cards 



Amazon Kindle 

MSRP:$139* 
SKU 2506094 



N/A 



4GB 



Wi-Fi 



1 month 



7.5x4.8x0.3 
inches; 6 inches; 
8.5 ounces 



N/A 



iH 



Kobo Wireless 
eReader 

MSRP:$139* 
SKU 2270049 



N/A 



1GB 



Wi-Fi 



1 days 



7.2x4.7x0.4 
inches; 6 inches; 
7.8 ounces 



1 USB; SD 




Pandigital Novel 

MSRP: $1 79.99 
SKU 1409299 



Android 



2GB 



Wi-Fi 



6 hours 



^P 



7.25x5.25x0.5 
inches; 7 inches; 
12 ounces 



1 mini USB, 1 
headphone; 
SD/SDHC/MMC/ 
MMCPIus 




Velocity Micro Cruz Android 2.2 
Reader T301 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 1991469 



2GB 



Wi-Fi 



10 hours 



7.5x5.6x0.6 
inches; 7 inches; 
1 6 ounces 



1 mini USB, 1 
headphone; SD 



raj 



Barnes & Noble 
nook Color 

MSRP: $249* 
SKU 1517163 



N/A 



8GB 



Wi-Fi 



8 hours 



8.1x5x0.48 inches; 
7 inches; 15.8 
ounces 



1 micro USB, 1 
headphone; 1 
microSD 




Asus Eee Transformer Android 3.0 
MSRP: $399.99* 
$499.99* 
SKU 24751 12 



16GB; 32GB 



Wi-Fi 



9.5 hours 



^SP 



10.7x6.7x0.5; 10.1 
inches; 24 ounces 



1 headphone, 1 
mini HDMI; 
microSD 




Acer Iconia Tab A500 Android 3.0 
MSRP: $449.99 
SKU 2512059 



16GB 



Wi-Fi 



\ hours 



^gy 



10.2x6.7x0.52; 10.1 
inches; 27.2 ounces 



1 HDMI; 
microSD/ 
microSDHC 




BlackBerry PlayBook BlackBerry 
MSRP: $499*; Tablet OS 

$599*; $699* 
SKU 2265381 



16GB; 32GB; 
64GB 



Wi-Fi 



N/A 



7.6x5.1x0.4 
inches; 7 inches; 
14.4 ounces 



1 micro USB, 1 
micro HDMI; N/A 




Motorola Xoom 

MSRP: $599* 
(Wi-Fi); $799. 99 : 
(Wi-Fi & 3G) 
SKU 1946179 



Android 3.0 



^ 



32GB 



Wi-Fi; Wi-Fi, 3G 10 hours 



9.8x6.6x0.5 inches; 
10.1 inches; 25 
ounces (Wi-Fi), 
25.7 ounces (Wi-Fi 
&3G) 



1 micro USB, 1 
micro HDMI; N/A 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Car Security Options 



Protect Your Vehicle & 
The Items Inside 




Whether you're driving this year's stylish new crossover or a sophisticated classic from 
yesteryear, keeping your car secure is imperative. Here, we highlight some of the most 
useful devices that can help protect your car from intrusion, theft, and damage. 



Glass Break Sensors 

• Work with your existing car alarm system to alert you if your windows 
are shattered 

• Use a microphone and microprocessor to sense when an intrusion is underway 

• Detect even quiet breaks that may not set off your alarm's shock sensor 



Window Automation Systems 

• Let you roll your windows up or down remotely with the push of a button 

• Some models automatically roll your windows up when your car's security 
system is activated 

• Avoid soggy, damaged seats by remotely rolling up the windows when it rains 
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Alarm Systems 

• Emit a loud siren or honking sound 
when force is applied to your car 

• Many alarm systems also include 
keyless entry, so you can unlock 
your car at the touch of a button 

• Deter thieves from breaking into 
your car by drawing attention 
and startling them with an alarm 



Rear Observation 
Systems 

• A camera mounted to your car's 
trunk or rear license plate sends live 
video to a screen mounted on or 

in your dashboard, so you can see 
what's happening behind your car 

• Some cameras come bundled 
with a screen, while others must 
be incorporated into an existing 
A/V system 

• Prevent an accidental collision 
with your child's bike or any- 
thing else behind your car 



Parking Sensor Kits 

• A series of sensors positioned 
around your car detects the distance 
between your car and other objects 

• A buzzer or LED screen alerts 
you when you're too close to 
another car 

• Parallel park with ease by 
following the sensor's signals 



by Kris Glaser Brambila 
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MP3 Player Access 
Without The Wires 

Sony DSX-S100 Digital Media Receiver 



There are many receivers that allow you to plug your portable music player 
into your car deck's front auxiliary input, but Sony offers a new solution 
that lets you lose all the unsightly cables. The Sony DSX-S100 Digital 
Media Receiver ($139.95; www.sony.com/DSX) has an integrated Tune 
Tray, which is a retractable flip-down compartment that cleverly hides your 
MP3 player and its connection inside the receiver itself. 




Sony DSX-S 100 
Digital Media Receiver 
$139.95 | www.sony.com/DSX 



Get Connected 

• To accommodate USB digital 
music players, the DSX-S100 
connects, charges, and controls 
your player when it's connected 
to the 1 -Wire USB Tune Tray. 

• Alternatively, you can plug al- 
most any portable audio device 
into the front auxiliary input 

to enjoy your favorite tracks 
through your car's stereo system. 



More To Go 

• Flip-down detachable face- 
plate with 2-line LCD screen 
and a front auxiliary input 



Rock Out Radio 

• If you want to listen to more than tradi- 
tional radio, the DSX-S100 is compat- 
ible with Sony Satellite Radio and HD 
Radio Bus adapters, so you can easily 
expand your programming options. 

• When you listen to AM/FM sta- 
tions, the Radio Data System fea- 
ture conveniently shows the artist, 
title, and album on the deck's 
two-line LCD. 



Integrated Tune Tray to securely 
store and control USB music 
devices during playback 



Supports MP3, 
WMA, and 
AAC audio files 
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Sound Customization 

• Thanks to Jump Mode in the 
Quick-BrowZer feature, you 
can fast-forward through tunes 
to find your favorites within 
artist, album, genre, or playlist 
categories. 

• The ZAPPIN function lets you play 
6, 9, or 30-second music clips until 
you discover the perfect song that 
fits your driving mood. 



Zero to 
45-degree 
mounting angle 



Max amplifier 
power output: 52 
watts x 4 at 4 ohms 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Car Decks That Go 
Beyond Music 

Sony XNV-660BT & XAV-62BT A/V Receivers 



There's no better time to believe that you can have a great multimedia experience in your car. Sony's two 6.1 - 
inch touchscreen A/V receivers, the XNV-660BT ($899.95; www.sony.com/car) and XAV-62BT ($449.95), help 
make this possibility a reality. Both in-dash units will enhance your car stereo with their unique features. 



Sony XNV-660BT A/V Receiver 
With Navigation & Bluetooth 

Navigation. The integrated TomTom GPS navigation gets you 
where you need to go with the Latest Map Guarantee, which 
ensures you have the most up-to-date and accurate maps. The 
XNV-660BTcovers over one million more miles of roads in the 
U.S. than others, plus you get one year of map updates for free. 

Audio and video. To deliver the best car audio experience, the 

receiver utilizes enhancements such as the Advanced Sound 

Engine with EQ7 equalization and Center Stage Optimizer. 

In addition to CD, MP3, AAC, and MP4 audio formats usable 

through the USB 1-VVire connection, your video and image needs can be handled with its 

DVD, WMA, and JPEG compatibility on the WVGA touchscreen display. 




Sony XNV-660BT A/V Receiver 
$899.95 | www.sony.com/car 



Sony XAV-62BT A/V Receiver 
With Bluetooth 

Bluetooth technology. Whether you need to make hands-free 
phone calls or want to effortlessly stream audio, the XAV-62BT's 
integrated Bluetooth will wirelessly connect to compatible 
phones or media players. That means no more fumbling with 
Bluetooth earpieces, setting up an FM transmitter, or connecting 
other devices and cables to your car deck to listen to the audio 
you want to hear. 

Multimedia and extras. Forget skipping tracks until you find the 
right song that fits your mood. The XAV-62BT model features 

SensMe, an application that will organize your music collection into playlists to fit dif- 
ferent situations. The XAV-62BT also plays DVDs, CDs, and other common media for- 
mats using its WVGA touchscreen display. And for an on-screen view of what's behind 
your vehicle at all times, you can add the Sony XA-800C rearview camera to your setup 




Sony XAV-62BT A/V Receiver 

$449.95 
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Never Run 
Alone Again 

Nike+ SportsWatch GPS Powered By TomTom 



Running is a way of life. That's true 
in a couple of ways. One, it takes 
time and dedication; and two, it 
makes you healthier. 

Nike and TomTom have teamed 
up to give serious runners a serious 
training aid. Even if you're just 
starting out, a companion like this 
can help you make the most of your 
new passion. 



Anywhere You Go 

The new Nike+ SportsWatch 
GPS powered by TomTom 
($199.99; www.nikerunning 
.nike.com) accompanies you on 
your runs, counting the miles 
earned and the calories burned. 
At a glance, you'll be able to see 
whether you're on pace, or even 
setting a new personal record, 
thanks to its intuitive, customiz- 
able display. 

The secret is in the Sports- 
Watch's dual tracking tech- 
nologies. In the great outdoors, 
GPS keeps accurate tabs on 
your route and speed. On an 
indoor track, the included 
Nike+ shoe sensor takes over. 
This innovative, wireless ac- 
celerometer also lets you start 
tracking your run no matter 
where you are, even before the 
watch acquires a GPS signal. 




Nike+ SportsWatch GPS 
powered by TomTom 

199.99 
nikerunning. nike . com 



Motivation 

Sometimes, the hardest part of run- 
ning is getting started. That's why 
the SportsWatch features reminders 
to give you a friendly nudge when 
it's been awhile since your last run. 

More gratifying are the "attaboys" 
you'll get when you achieve a 
personal best. And to help you 
progress toward your fitness goals, 
the SportsWatch is compatible with 
Polar's Wearlink+ heart rate strap 
(sold separately). 



After You Run 

Once you're back home, plug one end of 
the watchband into your computer's USB 
port. While your SportsWatch recharges, 
it will sync your data online at NikePlus 
.com. You'll see your every route on a 
map, complete with elevation, splits, and 
other stats. 

What's more, you'll be able to check out 
your friends' routes, and even challenge 
them to beat your time. NikePlus.com is 
the world's largest online running com- 
munity, and it's completely free. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



TomTom 

Portable GPS 

TomTom HD Traffic Changes GPS Navigation 





TomTom GO 
2535*M LIVE 

MSRP: $349.95 

SKU: 2192093 

www.tomtom.com 



Quick Overview 

The TomTom GO 2535 M LIVE gets you where 
you need to go, and it does so with a new tech- 
nology that will get you to your destination faster. 
With TomTom HD Traffic, the TomTom GO 2535 
M LIVE captures and reports traffic information 
every two minutes. As a result, you'll be alerted to 
traffic incidents and the smart GPS will give you 
an alternative, faster route. 



Perfect For 

Drivers who want a next-generation navigation 
GPS that updates every two minutes to safely 
and efficiently drive from point A to point B. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 5-inch VVQVGA (480 x 272 pixels) multi-touch color widescreen 

• Preloaded maps of the United States, Canada, and Mexico, which give 
you access to 1 million more miles of mapped roads in the U.S. 

• One year of free TomTom LIVE services includes TomTom HD Traffic, 
Local Search, Fuel Prices, and Weather Forecasts 

• Bluetooth allows you to make hands-free phone calls 

• Intuitive voice recognition with one-step address entry 

• Advanced Lane Guidance and turn-by-turn directions with street names 



***Coolest Feature 

Using the revolutionary TomTom HD Traffic feature, you'll be equipped 
to handle unexpected traffic surprises with accurate reporting, more cov- 
erage, and frequent updates. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

iPods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most important- 
and coolest — features from select MP3 players. 



Memory type 



Capacity 



Video capabilities 



FM tuner 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 




SanDisk Sansa Clip+ 

MSRP: $39.99*; 
$49.99*; $69.99* 
SKU 9448449 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 

Flash 



How much 
memory the 



Some MP3 
players can 



player has** play video 



2GB; 4GB; No 

8GB 



Some MP3 players Several players 

let you listen to offer a variety of 

radio stations color choices 



Yes 



Black, purple, 
blue 



How long the 
battery will last 
when playing 
music 



15 hours 




Apple iPod shuffle Flash 

MSRP: $49* 
SKU 9845475 



2GB 



No 



No 



Orange, silver, 15 hours 

pink, green, blue 



^ 



Sony W Series 
Walkman 

MSRP: $49.98* 
SKU 9964382 



Flash 



2GB 



No 



No 



Black 



1 1 hours 



g 



SanDisk Sansa Fuze+ 

MSRP: $79.99*; 
$89.99*; $119.99* 
SKU 2180714 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB; Yes 

16GB 



Yes 



Blue, black, red, 
purple, white 



24 hours 




Sony S Series 
Walkman 

MSRP: $89.98* 
$109.98* 
SKU 9443827 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB Yes 



Yes 



Black, violet, red 



42 hours 



Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $179* 
SKU 1161925 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB 



No 



Yes 



Pink, orange, 
green, blue, 
silver, graphite 



24 hours 




Microsoft Zune HD 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 2549583 



Flash 



32GB 



Yes 



Yes 



Black 



33 hours 



i i 

I - Hi . I 



Apple iPod touch Flash 

MSRP: $229*; 
$299*; $399* 
SKU 9225377 



8GB; 32GB; Yes 
64GB 



No 



Black 



40 hours 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



**One gigabyte of memory will hold approximately 250 songs. Actual 
capacity will vary depending on song length and format. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Which GPS Device Is Right For You? — 

One of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models 
available on today's market All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 





•_. 



What It Means 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 

The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
Height x width 
x depth 



Text-to-speech; 
Traffic receiver 

Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
Unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



The regional A satellite and 

maps that ground station 

come included system that 

with the GPS gives exception- 



Bluetooth; MP3 
playback 

Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 



Included charging 
adapters 



unit 



al GPS accuracy or play MP3s 



Magellan RoadMate 4.3 inches; 

2136T-LM 3.3x5x0.6 

MSRP: $149.99* inches 
SKU 2337263 



TomTom 
XL 350T 

MSRP: $159.95* 
SKU 9932171 



Yes; Yes 



4.3 inches; 

3.25x4. 75x0. c 
inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



Yes 



No 



No; No 



No; No 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's cigarette 
lighter 

DC adapter 



DC adapter 



. 



TomTom 
VIA 1435 TM 

MSRP: $219.95* 
SKU 2192066 



4.3 inches; 

3.4x4.7x1.3 
inches 



Yes; Yes 




Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



■ 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 



Garmin 

nuvi 2360LMT 

MSRP: $259.99* 
SKU 2204275 



4.3 inches; 

2.9x4.8x0.( 
inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 




l*«H 



Magellan 
RoadMate 21 36T-LM 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 2337263 



Garmin 

nuvi 2460LMT 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 2204266 



4.3 inches; 
3.3x5x0.6 
inches 



5 inches; 
3. 3x5.4x0. ( 
inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 




Magellan 
RoadMate 9055-LM 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 2265414 



7 inches; 

4.5x7.6x0.* 
inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 



j^^S 



TomTom 5 inches; 

GO 2535»M LIVE 3.5x5.6x0.7 

MSRP: $349.95* | , IM inches 
SKU 2192093 



Yes; Yes 



'J^ 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




GPS CHARGERS 

• Make sure your travel 
companion always has 
a full battery 

• If you do run out of battery, 
charge your GPS with an 
adapter; these can plug into a 
wall, PC, or car's DC outlet 




MP3 PLAYER CASES 

• Protect your MP3 player 
from bumps and scratches 

• Quickly access your play- 
er's functions with a clip 

• Keep your player out of 
your way with an armband 




• Mounts can be placed on a 
car dash or stuck to a wind- 
shield to be within reach 




MP3 PLAYER 
EARPHONES 



• Match earphones to your 
needs: If you don't want 
anything bulky, opt for 
earbuds that fit inside your 
ear; to hear every musical 
detail, try headphones that 
cover the ear completely 

• Listen to your music 
without the interference 
of background noise with 
earphones that offer a 
noise-canceling feature 




CELL PHONE 
CHARGERS & BATTERIES 

• Keep your phone charged 
no matter where you are; 
adapters for your cell phone 
let you use solar power, 
your car's DC outlet, wall 
power, or your computer to 
charge your phone 

• Be prepared for emergen- 
cies with extra cell phone 
batteries 



No matter where you are going, a wireless device can add 
enjoyment to your journey. To make sure you are taking full 
advantage of the capabilities your portable devices offer, check 
your local CE retailer for accessories that can enhance your 
mobile experiences. We've listed our favorites below. 





MP3 PLAYER DOCKS & 
SPEAKERS 

• Portable speakers let you 
play music for a group; 
some include radios and 
can also play CDs 

• With a portable dock, you 
can recharge your player's 
battery as you listen to 
music 

• Play your music through 
car speakers using an 
FM transmitter 




CELL PHONE CASES 

• Safeguard your phone from 
wear and tear with a case 

• Universal cases fit most 
sizes of cell phones; some 
of these will include clips 
and wrist straps for porta- 
bility and accessibility 

• Fitted cases specifically fit 
your phone's model type; 
these can be hard acrylic 
casings, rubber sleeves, or 
leather pouches 

• Avoid getting scratches and 
fingerprints on your phone's 
screen with stick-on or hard, 
clear screen protectors 
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• Keep your hands free while 
still being able to use your 
phone 

• Link compatible cell phones 
to a Bluetooth headset to 
make or take calls without a 
tangled mess of cables 

• Use a headset that offers 
noise-canceling capabilities 
to ensure you don't miss 
any of your conversation 




MOBILE SERV ICES 

Whether your wireless device 
is brand-new or nearing the 
end of its life span, your local 
CE retailer offers services to 
help you take care of all of 
its needs. 

• Protection plans for GPSes, 
MP3 players, and cell 
phones 

• Phone and battery recycling 

• GPS setup and deck instal- 
lation 

• MP3 vehicle integration 

• MP3 player setup and 
training 

• Cell phone repair services 
and loaner phones 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



MP3 Player 
Glossary 



Who doesn't want an MP3 player? It can help you 
relax, motivate you, and ensure you always have a 
song to match your mood. When you head to your 
local CE retailer to snag one, make sure you have this 
glossary so you can choose the perfect model. 



AAC — Short for Advanced Audio 
Codec, this format is a competitor of 
the more common MP3 file format. It 
is the default format used by Apple. 

Bluetooth — A wireless technology, 
supported by some MP3 players, 
that connects devices with short- 
range radio frequencies. 

capacity — How much data a player can 
hold. This is typically expressed in giga- 
bytes or megabytes. Generally speaking, 
1 GB will hold about 250 songs. 

download — In terms of digital music, down- 
loading is when you retrieve a song from an 
Internet site or another network connection 
and save it to your computer or portable 
music player. You can download songs from 
music Web sites such as iTunes, Napster, 
or Rhapsody. 

DRM (digital rights management) — DRM 

is a security mechanism for digital media, 
associated with copyright. A common 
DRM scheme for digital music involves 
getting a licensed file to authorize play- 
back of a free or purchased song. 

earbuds — Small, circular devices you put 
into your ears so you can listen to music 
on your player. These serve the same 
function as headphones. Many music 
players include their own earbuds, but 



you can purchase a separate pair that is 
more comfortable or of better quality. 

flash memory — Solid-state memory 
with no moving parts that is lightweight 
and small. In terms of digital music 
players, a flash-based player is lighter 
and smaller than a hard drive-based 
player, and also, it won't skip. Thus, 
flash-based players are popular for use 
during exercise. However, the capacity 
of a flash-based player isn't as large as 
a hard drive-based player. 

FM tuner — If your music player has a 
built-in FM tuner, you will be able to listen 
to music that is broadcast from local ra- 
dio stations. 

hard drive — Storage that consists of rigid 
platters inside a fixed casing. In terms 
of digital music players, a hard drive- 
based player is larger and heavier than 
a flash-based player. Because of the 
moving parts (the platters), hard drive- 
based players are also prone to skipping. 
However, their capacities are much 
larger than those of flash-based players. 

music management program — A pro- 
gram, such as iTunes or Napster, that 
loads onto your computer and lets you 
play, organize, download, and pur- 
chase media, such as music and videos, 
for your player or PC. 




MP3 — Perhaps the most popular digital 
audio encoding format. It compresses 
audio to about one-twelfth the original 
size while still providing excellent sound. 
In general, a 1 MB MP3 file will last about 
one minute. 

playlist — A queue of songs a user cre- 
ates to play on a computer, burn to 
a CD, or transfer to an MP3 player. The 
playlist will only include directions to 
the location of the songs, not the actual 
songs themselves. 

podcast — A downloadable episode that is 
similar to a radio program. A user can sub- 
scribe to a podcast for updated episodes, 
or she can download podcasts one at 
a time. 

screen — The display on the front of 
a portable music player. A player's 
screen can either display in color or 
black and white. 

WMA — Windows Media Audio is a dig- 
ital audio format created by Microsoft. 

widescreen — A screen that has a 1 6:9 
aspect ratio. 
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HOW TO BUY 



A Refrigerator 

What You Should Know 




Find yOUr type. Refrigerator types are broken 
down according to a model's freezer placement: 



Counter-depth 
models sit flush 



Top-freezer 
models are 
broken hori- 
zontally with 

the freezer located above the fridge 
Bottom -freezer models are also split horizontally, but 
freezer access is located below the refrigerator door 
Side-by-side models are split in half vertically, with 
the freezer on the left side and fridge on the right 
French-door models have a top fridge compartment 
split vertically and a freezer located below 
Counter-depth models sit flush with your kitchen 
cabinetry 



Consider Capacity . To avoid wasted storage space 
and energy, select a fridge with the correct capacity: 



Households with one to three 
people should look for a fridge 
with no more than 1 1 cubic feet 
A family of four should opt for a 
model with at least 1 4 cubic feet 
If you have more than four 
people in your home, consider a 
fridge with 1 8 cubic feet or more 



. . . consider 
a fridge with 
18 cubic feet 
or more. 



Energy efficiency. Regardless of the refrigerator type 
you choose, you can save 

money with an Energy Star- VOl I mn 

qualified model: " 

save money 

• Energy Star models only 

use435kwhandcost$48 with an Energy 

to annually operate 

• Models often feature LED Sta f-Q UOl ified 

lighting, self-adjusting . ■ 

thermostats, self-closing I ' ' I^^Jv^l . . . 

freezer doors, or alarms 
that go off when a fridge door is left open 



Other features. Depending on your daily use, you can 
find beneficial features such as: 



Specialized organization to ac- 
commodate gallon containers, 
pizza boxes, eggs, and more 
Digital temperature controls that 
allow you to maintain more ac- 
curate cooling levels 
In-door ice and water systems 
give you convenient access and 
typically make room for ad- 
ditional freezer space 



In-door ice 
and water 
systems 
give you 
convenient 
access . . . 
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APPLIANCES 



ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



Dehumidifiers 



^OC What is a dehumidifier? 

Alt's a standalone appliance, about the size of a small 
wastepaper basket, that removes excess water vapor 
from the air to maintain an ideal humidity level. 



Q 



, What's bad about high humidity? 

A Humid air promotes the growth of mold, mildew, dust 
mites, and other nasty things that can cause health 
problems. A musty odor can indicate indoor humidity that's 
too high. 



Q 



, Why would I need automatic defrost? 

A When ice forms on dehumidifier coils, they become 
less effective at removing humidity from the air. Auto 
defrost turns the unit off until the ice melts. 



x3C How does a dehumidifier work? 

Alt uses the same type of phase-change technology as a 
refrigerator or air conditioner to chill a coil. Water con- 
denses on the coil and drips into a tank or hose. 



QWhat maintenance does a dehumidifier need 
regularly? 

A You'll need to empty its reservoir of condensed water 
every so often, unless the unit is fitted with a hose run- 
ning into a sink or drain. 



Q. 



, What maintenance do I need to perform less often? 

A If your dehumidifier has a filter, clean or replace it after 
a certain number of hours of operation, such as 250. 
Clear its front grille, too. 



Q. 



, What features should I shop for in a dehumidifier? 

A Start by noting its effectiveness; manufacturers will 
indicate how many pints of water it can remove from 
the air per day. Next, look at its condensation reservoir ca- 
pacity and energy efficiency. 



Q, 



, How can I set up a dehumidifier safely? 

A Situate it a foot or more from other objects. Avoid 
using an extension cord, and don't place the unit in 
standing water. 



V^C. What is a bucketless dehumidifier? 

A This type exclusively uses a drain hose to rid itself of 
condensed water. You won't have to empty a bucket- 
less model, but you may have to use it near a drain. 



QCan a drain hose carry away condensation to a 
sink or a basement window that's higher than the 
dehumidifier? 



A 



Yes, if the unit has a pump mechanism rated for the 
climb, such as 10 feet. 
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APPLIANCES 



NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




VACUUM BELTS, BAGS 
& FILTERS 

• Replace vacuum belts 
every year for optimum 
performance 

• Trap airborne pollutants, 
such as dust particles and 
debris, with micro allergen 
or HEPA filter vacuum bags 
and filters 




HIGH-EFFICIENCY 
LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

• Wash clothes better with a 
detergent that's formulated 
to work with a high- 
efficiency washer 

• HE detergent prevents 
damage to your washer, 
such as leaking, vibration, 
and poor spinning 




GAS FLEX LINES 



Ranges and laundry dryers. 

Gas lines aren't included 
with these appliances, so 
you'll need to pick one up 
With an auto shutoff fea- 
ture, you can protect your 
home from gas leaks 
Professional installers re- 
quire a new gas line 




UPHOLSTERY & FLOOR 
CLEANING AGENTS 

• Make cleaning easy with 
products made for par- 
ticular surfaces, such as 
multifloor, wood floors, 
carpet, and upholstery 

• Some agents can be used 
with a variety of products, 
but others are for use only 
with specific products 




LAUNDRY PEDESTALS 



Raise your front-loading 
washer and dryer to an 
easy-to-access and more 
ergonomic height 



Store laundry 
supplies in ped- 
estals that double 
as drawers 



After you've selected an appliance, you need to make sure you 
have all of the necessary extras, such as cords or hoses for instal- 
lation. It's also good to consider if you want a professional to de- 
liver and install your unit. By adding the accessories below, you 
can ensure your appliance's performance remains top-notch. 





REFRIGERATOR BULBS 
& FILTERS 

• Keep a spare bulb on 
hand to replace burnt- 
out interior lights 

• Ensure your dispensed 
water and ice always taste 
fresh with extra water filters 





WATER LINES 



• Refrigerators. Some models 
include plastic water lines, 
which are susceptible to 
twisting or leaks. A better 
alternative is a line made 
of metal, such as copper or 
stainless steel. 

• Washing machines. Don't 
settle for the rubber hose 
that comes with your 
machine, as it can burst. 
Instead, opt for a durable 
stainless steel hose that will 
last longer. 

• Dishwashers. Reusing an 
old water line can lead to 
water damage. Instead, 
get a dishwasher kit that 
includes a water line 
and power cord for the 
best performance. 



Power cords aren't included 
with these appliances. Here's 
what you should know: 

• Washers and dryers. All 

new models use 4-prong 
cords, but models made be- 
fore 1 984 require a 3-prong 
cord replacement. 

• Dishwashers. Purchase a 
three-prong cord individu- 
ally or in a kit that includes 
a water line. 

• Ranges. Check your home's 
electrical outlet to get either 
a 3-prong or 4-prong cord. 




Whether you're buying a 
new unit or need to tune up 
your existing one, CE retailers 
offer professional services like 
the ones below to help get 
your appliance up and running 
in no time. 

• Delivery & Installation 

• Appliance Recycling 

• Appliance Service Plans 

• Appliance Repairs 
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GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



>•#•* 



••i 



^i ivescnba 

Capture It Replay It & Send It 

Meet The Livescribe 2GB Echo Smartpen 

Livescribe smartpens record everything you write and hear, so you never miss 
a word. With a smartpen in hand, you can review meetings or lectures by tap- 
ping your written notes and listening to audio from that same point. 

The latest smartpen from Livescribe, the 2GB Echo Starter Pack ($99.95; www 
.livescribe.com), will record up to 200 hours of audio and thousands of pages 
of notes. As with all Echo smartpen models, you can also: 

• Play back notes with audio directly from your paper or from your Windows 
or Mac computer 

• Use Livescribe Desktop to save, search, and organize your notes 

and recordings on your computer — get fast, easy access to what's important 

• Share notes and audio from your paper or Livescribe Desktop 
as a Pencast PDF or other file formats 

• Customize your smartpen by adding productivity, education, 
and entertainment apps from Livescribe's application store 




Livescribe 2GB Echo 

Smartpen Starter Pack • $99.95 

4GB Echo Smartpen • $149.95 

8GB Echo Pro 

Smartpen Pack • $249.95 

www.livescribe.com 



Send & Share With Livescribe Connect 

With Livescribe Connect you can easily send notes and audio 
as a pencast to people and destinations of your choice. All 
you need to do is draw a line and write "send," tap the 
pages to send, and your notes and audio are automati- 
cally sent as a pencast, which is an interactive PDF file. 
This unique feature lets you easily share notes 
or collaborate with others — all from your paper. 

• Share your notes and recordings as a Pencast PDF, 
which provides the full interactive Pencast 
experience of synced notes and audio in the 
standard PDF file format 

• Connect Basic is preinstalled on all Livescribe 
smartpens, and can connect with Evernote, Facebook, 
My-Livescribe, mobile devices, and computers 

• Connect Premium is bundled with 4GB, 8GB, and 8GB Echo 
Pro Pack models, and can connect to Google Docs and emai 



^LIVESCRIBE CONNECT 7 




FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse/ June 2011 73 



Trade-in Benefits 

Get More From What You Already Have 



If your unused electronics have become more adept at dust collection than pumping 
out your music collection, then it's time to exchange those discarded devices for 
something new. With Best Buy's Trade-in program, which is operated by DealTree 
.com, you can fund your next upgrade with your old gear. 



Trade-In & Up 

To participate in Best Buy's 
Trade-in program, all you need is 
one or more used electronics, mu- 
sical instruments, CDs, or movies in 
good working order. Having all the 
original accessories, manuals, and 
power adapters will increase the 
value of the trade-in. While some 
Best Buy stores accept trade-ins, 
you can also visit www.bestbuy 
.com/tradein to get a value estimate 
for your media or devices. Just 
click one of the categories on the 
left side of the screen, input your 
unused item's details using the drop 
boxes, and then click Get Estimate 
to view your Gift Card and Mail 
Check values. 

Next, you can offload your goods 
by bringing them to the nearest 
Best Buy trade-in location or ship- 
ping them to a trade-in center. If 
you choose the former, click the 
Go button on the Trade-in Home 
tab to find the closest store that 
accepts trade-ins. Otherwise, click 
the Gift Card or Check buttons, 
click Check Out, and then follow 
the shipping instructions. Upon re- 
ceipt, the trade-in center will issue 
a check or gift card that you'll 
receive in approximately two to 
three weeks via mail. 




Best Buy Buy Back Program 

The Best Buy Buy Back program operates differently by rewarding those who ex- 
pect they might want to upgrade their purchase within two years (up to four years 
for HDTVs). The next time you purchase a new mobile phone, laptop, netbook, 
tablet, portable game console, or HDTV, the Buy Back program can be added for 
an additional fee. You can even purchase a Buy Back program when you make 
purchases online from Bestbuy.com. 

If you return your device in up to six months, you'll get 50% of the device's 
purchase price back, 40% after six to 12 months, 30% after 12 to 18 months, 
20% after 1 8 to 24 months, and 10% back for HDTVs between two and four 
years old. 
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GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



bbl\D bQITI6 Descriptions 
Find Material That's Appropriate For Your Kids 



ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board) Ratings 



In order for parents to select gaming software appropriate for their children, 
ESRB (www.esrb.org) ratings are listed on the front and back of most game 
packages to provide concise and impartial details about a title's content. 



gggg 



Early Childhood. 

Titles with this ra- 
ting have content 
that may be suit- 
able for children 
ages 3 and older. These 
software titles contain no 
material that parents would 
find inappropriate. 



Teen. Titles with 
this rating have 
content that may be 
suitable for children 
ages 13 and older. 
Titles in this category may 
contain violence, sugges- 
tive themes, crude humor, 
minimal blood, simulated 
gambling, or infrequent use 
of strong language. 



dJMl.'lj Everyone. Titles 

^^t with this rating have 
^^0 content that may 
WmA be suitable for 
children ages 6 
and older. Games in this cat- 
egory may contain minimal 
cartoon, fantasy, or mild vio- 
lence and infrequent use of 
mild language. 






Everyone 10+. Titles 
with this rating have 
content that may 
be suitable for chil- 
dren ages 1 and 
older. Games in this category 
may contain more cartoon, 
fantasy, or mild violence and 
language as well as minimal 
suggestive themes. 




SfflSE Mature. Titles with 
At this rating have 
Jtv* content that may 
^ ■ ^| | be suitable for 

persons ages 1 7 
and older. Games in this 
category may contain in- 
tense violence, blood and 
gore, sexual content, or 
strong language. 



Adults Only. 

•Q Titles with this 
p^^ rating have content 
mm that is only suit- 
able for persons 18 
years and older. Games in 
this category may include 
prolonged scenes of intense 
violence, graphic sexual 
content, or nudity. 



For additional information, ESRB ratings on the back of 
game packages include content descriptions and depictions. 



GAMING TIPS FOR PARENTS 




■ ■ : ^ ' ■ 



Aside from checking a game's 
ESRB rating, there are other 
ways you can ensure the 
games your youngsters are 
playing are age-appropriate. 

• Carefully look at everything 
on a title's packaging, in- 
cluding the game graphics. 



Find game reviews, screen 
shots, or demos to get a 
better idea of a game's 
content. 

If available, use the game's 
parental controls to 
restrict inappropriate 
content. 



Learn about games by 
talking to other parents and 
older children who are fa- 
miliar with or have played 
certain titles. 

Participate in your children's 
gaming and discuss their 
games as much as possible. 



Be aware of non rated 
ESRB material a game may 
contain. "Mods" are pro- 
gram downloads that can 
alter a game's content, 
and online games often 
have live player chats 
as well as other user- 
generated content. 



FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse/ June 2011 75 



GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



Which Game System Is Best For You? 

Game consoles and portable devices are no longer limited to gameplay. They can also access the Internet, download media, and play your 
favorite DVDs or CDs. To help you find a game device that will suit you best, here's a comparison of the most popular selections you can find 
at your local CE retailer. 



Storage Space 



What It Means 



How much 
data the system 
can hold 



Compatible 
memory cards 

Cards that will let you 
save and offload data, 
such as game saves or 
personal media 



Optical drive 



Video 

resolution output Ports 



Aside from game Highest number of Hookups for 

discs, other playable video pixels that is controllers as well 

media formats sent to a TV or por- as video and audio 

table console screen outputs 




Sony PlayStation 3 
With PlayStation 
Move 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 1122275 



320GB 



PlayStation and 
PlayStation 2 cards 
with optional USB 
memory card adapter 



CD, DVD, BD 



1,920x1,080 



1 A/V, 1 Ethernet, 
1 HDMI, 1 optical 
digital audio, 2 
USB 



Nintendo Wii 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 991 6446 



512MB 



SD/Nintendo 
GameCube 
Memory Card 



Can only play 
game titles 



720 x 480 



4 controller, 

1 A/V Multi Out, 

2 USB 



Microsoft 
Xbox 360 4GB 
Console With Kinect 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 1162439 



4GB 



USB flash drive 



CD, DVD 



1,920x1,080 



1 optical audio out, 
1 Ethernet, 1 HDMI, 
5 USB, Kinect port 




Nintendo 3DS 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 1824267 



N/A 



SD 



None 



Upper: 800x240 (3D) 
Lower: 320 x 240 



1 headphone 
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Nintendo DSi 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 9249725 



256MB 



SD 



None 



Dual 256x1 92 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 




Nintendo DSi XL 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 97601 66 



256MB 



SD 



None 



Dual 256x1 92 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 




Sony PSPgo 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 9459631 



16GB 



Memory Stick Micro 



None; download to 
internal and remov- 
able memory only 



480x272 



1 USB, 

1 headphone 



Sony PlayStation 
Portable 3000 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 91 75082 



64MB 



Memory Stick Duo 



UMD (Universal 
Media Disc) 



480x272 



1 video out/ 
headset, 1 USB, 
1 DC out 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 





Online 
community 


Wi-Fi access; 
Media streaming 


Parental 
controls 


Compatible 
game formats 


Included 
accessories & 
services 


Available 
accessories 


Controllers 


Perfect for 




Web site 
membership 
for downloads, 
upgrades, and 
more 


Access the 
Internet without a 
cable hookup; 
send and receive 
media wirelessly 


Helps parents de- 
cide what content 
their kids can or 
cannot access 


Game titles that 
can be played on 
the game system 


Accessories 
included with 
the console 


Extras that can 
help enhance 
your gameplay 


Included 
controllers; 
wired/wireless 
controller com- 
patibility 


Who can benefit 
from the special 
features the gaming 
system offers 




Yes, free 
PlayStation 
Network 
membership 


Yes, 802.1 Ib/g; 
Yes — Netflix and 
content from your 
home network 


Options avail- 
able for games, 
BDs, DVDs, and 
Internet access 


Sony Play- 
Station 3 
titles and select 
PlayStation 
titles 


DualShock 3 wireless con- 
troller, Move motion con- 
troller, Eye Camera, USB 
cable, PlayStation Network 
membership, A/V cable 


Move Navigation con- 
troller, Blu-ray remote, 
Bluetooth headset, 
memory card adapter, 
wireless keypad, cables 


Includes 1 
DualShock 3 
wireless con- 
troller; wireless 


Someone who wants 
the value of a full 
gaming system with 
a BD player and 
media streaming 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 
Connection 


Yes, 802.1 Ib/g; 
Yes— Netflix 


Options available 
for games, online 
features and 
downloads, and 
more 


Nintendo 
GameCube 
and Wii titles 


Wii remote and 
nunchuck, sensor 
bar, Wii Sports 
game, console 
stand, A/V cable, 
adapter 


Wireless Wii 
remote, wheel, 
classic (wired) 
controllers, wire- 
less sensor bar 


Includes 1 wire- 
less Wii remote 
and nunchuck; 
both 

(some titles require 
a wired remote) 


Gamers of any 
age who want a 
unique wireless 
gaming experience 
that requires little 
gaming knowledge 




Xbox LIVE 


Yes, 802.1 1n; 
Yes — Netflix and 
content from your 
home network 


Options available 
for games, Xbox 
LIVE, console 
play time, and a 
Family Settings 
pass code 


Xbox 360 sup- 
ports backward 
compatibility 
of the original 
Xbox, Xbox 360, 
and Xbox LIVE 
Arcade titles 


Kinect Sensor, 
wireless con- 
troller, Kinect 
Adventures game, 
A/V cable, free 
one-month trial to 
Xbox LIVE Gold 


HDMI cable, 
USB flash drive, 
Xbox LIVE 
headset, Play & 
Charge Kit 


Includes 1 wire- 
less controller; 
wireless 


Those who want an 
Xbox console with a 
Kinect Sensor to play 
games only with body 
movement, built-in 
wireless capabilities, 
and more 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 
Connection 


Yes; Yes 


Options available for 
games, specific wire- 
less connectivity, 3D 
functionality, and more 


Nintendo 3 DS 
titles and nearly all 
Nintendo DSi and 
Nintendo DS titles 


Charging cradle, 
AC adapter, stylus, 
2GB SD card, 6 
AR cards 


Cases, adapters, 
screen shields 


N/A 


Users who want 
a handheld game 
system that supports 
3D games 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 
Connection 


Yes; Yes 


Options available 
for Nintendo DSi 
content 


Nintendo DSi 
and Nintendo 
DS titles 


AC adapter, 

2 styli 


Audio headset, 
battery power pack, 
screen protectors, 
carrying cases, styli 


N/A 


Users who want a hand- 
held gaming system that 
lets them take, person- 
alize, and share photos 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 
Connection 


Yes; Yes 


Options available 
for DSi software, 
DSi Browser, DSi 
Shop, and more 


N/A 


Rechargeable bat- 
tery, AC adapter, 
stylus, and 4 
preinstalled titles 


Cases, adapters, 
headphones, full- 
sized stylus 


N/A 


Those who want a hand- 
held gaming system better- 
suited for social gaming 
with a large screen 




Yes, PlayStation 
Network 


Yes, 802.11b; Yes 


Included 


Available for 
download from 
PlayStation store 


AC adapter, 
USB cable 


Protective screen 
film, cradle, head- 
phones, memory 
cards, cases 


N/A 


Those who need a 
bigger screen for their 
gaming, Internet, and 
media entertainment 




Yes, free 
PlayStation 
Network 
membership 


Yes, 802.11b; No 


Options avail- 
able for UMDs, 
Internet, and 
video downloads 


PlayStation 
Portable titles 


AC adapter, 
battery pack 


Battery charger, 
travel case, memory 
cards, A/V cable, AC 
adapter, car adapter 


N/A 


Those who want to enjoy 
gaming as well as movies, 
photos, and music when 
they're on the go 

J 
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GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




RACING WHEELS 

• A gaming steering wheel 
puts you in the driver's 
seat of a virtual race 

• A comfortable, accurate 
wheel will give you more 
control with turns, braking, 
and acceleration 

• Be sure to purchase a 
racing wheel that's com- 
patible with your specific 
game console 




• Adding a keyboard can 
help game efficiency — 
type in text codes and chat 
with other players quickly 

• Look for a model with 
a touchpad so you can 
easily scroll around the 
game display 

• Models that offer hotkeys 
will enable you to quickly 
perform tasks, such as 
gameplay actions 




USB DEVICES 



• A USB media hub will 
let you connect other 
USB devices (including 
MP3 players and portable 
game devices) to your 
game console 

• Use a USB rechargeable 
battery pack to charge 
the Li-Ion battery for gui- 
tar controllers 




Add a heavy-duty bass 
pedal to your gaming drum 
set to replace your stan- 
dard pedal 

A tripod microphone stand 
will make your song-based 
games more true to life 
Extra cymbals for your 
rock drum kit will give you 
more freedom to express 
musical ability 



The gaming experience goes beyond the game itself — you 
need the right console peripherals and the best just-in-case 
services. We've compiled a list of some of the must-have 
accessories that will only enhance your gameplay, so be 
sure to remember these items on the next trip to your local 
CE retailer. 





EXTERNAL MEMORY 

• External hard drives, 
USB drives, or memory 
cards back up your in- 
progress games 

• When additional memory 
is connected to live 
(online) games, you can 
save gaming content and 
downloads 

• The more memory you 
have, the more games and 
downloads you'll be able 
to store 




Use a hands-free headset to 
enhance your gaming ex- 
perience by planning strate- 
gies aloud with your team 
A Bluetooth 2.0 headset is 
designed to communicate 
with your game console; 
Bluetooth headsets will 
be compatible with most 
game consoles 
Consider noise-canceling 
headsets with echo-min- 
imizing microphones so 
you can hear and be 
heard clearly 




WIRE LESS CONTROLLER 

• Bluetooth technology 
lets you play while also 
having the freedom to 
move around 

• Some controllers use tra- 
ditional AAA batteries to 
sustain your playing time 

• Find the best design for 
your grip: ergonomic 
or traditional 




GAMIN G SERVICES 

Your local CE retailer 
provides some helpful ser- 
vices, both in-home and 
in-store, to enhance your 
game console. Specifically, 
the professionals can set 
up online connections, 
install system updates, and 
transfer data to a game 
storage device. 

• Configure online accounts 

• Console system updates 

• Stream media from a PC 
to a game console 

• Connect a console to a 
home-theater system 
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HOW TO BUY 
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The Right 
Business Phone 

From Landline To VoIP Units 




If you're considering telephones for your small to medium-sized office, you have 
dozens of options — from simple corded or cordless units to sophisticated multi- 
line consoles, and from convenient conference phones to VoIP Internet handsets. 
Here's what you should consider when shopping for business phones. 



Landline Options. For the small office, a simple, affordable 
corded or cordless unit may fill the bill. Most include digital answering 
systems and the ability to forward calls seamlessly to a mobile or other 
phone. Many units are expandable, allowing the use of additional 
handsets that can be placed throughout the office; some even include 
those extra 
handsets. Many 
multi-handset 
units can handle 
multiple lines 
and can also act 
as intercoms, 
making them es- 
pecially suitable 
for business. 



Many multi-handset units 
can handle multiple lines 
and can also act as inter- 
coms, making them espe- 
cially suitable for business. 



FirstGlimpse 



Add an Office hub. More sophis- 
ticated corded multi-line phones can handle 
four or more lines. Many of these units can 
act as base stations, and can be paired with 
multiple additional cordless handsets, al- 
lowing one multi-line base station to handle 
reception and intercom duties and also route 
calls to specific assigned handsets. Most 
phones of this type can store many contact 
numbers and can act as speakerphones. 



VoIP phones. Phones that can 
communicate by using the Internet are es- 
sentially small computers. These devices, 
such as the Ooma Telo ($249.99; www 
.ooma.com), connect through your wired 
or wireless network and provide low-cost 
telephone service, and calls made with 
today's VoIP phones are just as clear as 
those made using a standard telephone. 
VoIP units can be updated with software 
on the fly, and special features, such as 
dedicated handsets and multiple lines, 
can be programmed into them. 



Conference. Many of today's tele- 
phones can also double as speakerphones, 
but sometimes you need a conference 
phone station. These are available as either 
"landline" or VoIP units, can tie into your 
existing telephone system, and are usually 
optimized to pick up audio within a large 
area and reduce echo and noise. 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 
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Green Business Solutions 



Q 



What is Energy Star? 



This government-backed program rates electronics, 
appliances, lighting, fans, heating units, cooling 
units, and building and plumbing products for energy ef- 
ficiency. Look for the Energy Star label to find products 
that meet the strict requirements set by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 



Q. 



, What criteria does Energy Star use to rate electronics? 

Criteria vary by product type, but the guidelines for all 
products include the ability to contribute energy sav- 
ings; achieve energy-efficiency by working with broadly 
available technologies; and deliver features and performance 
demanded by consumers. 



Q. 



, What types of electronics does Energy Star rate? 

Rated electronics include computers, monitors, tele- 
visions, audio/video equipment, battery chargers, 
set-top boxes, and printers. You can visit the Energy Star 
Web site (www.energystar.gov) to find products that meet 
the standard. 



Q. 



, What is EPEAT? 

It stands for Electronic Product Environmental 
Assessment Tool, and it rates electronics under 
EPEAT Bronze, Silver, and Gold levels. More than 
3,200 products from 45 manufacturers are registered 
with EPEAT. 



Q 



What criteria does EPEAT use to rate electronics? 



A Products must meet 23 environmental performance cri- 
teria. Then, a Gold, Silver, or Bronze rating is handed out 
depending on how well the product meets EPEAT's 28 optional 
criteria. Overall, EPEAT considers design, production, energy- 
efficiency, materials used, and recycling options of a product. 



Q 



What kind of electronics does EPEAT rate? 



You'll find EPEAT ratings for desktop computers, note- 
#\ books, all-in-one desktops, and monitors. Visit www 
.epeat.net to find registered EPEAT products. 



Q. 



, What can I do with the electronics that I no longer use? 

Some local electronics retailers feature kiosks where you 
#\ can bring in your old electronics for recycling and safe 
disposal. Typically, you won't even need to have purchased the 
product at the retailer for them to recycle it. 



Q 



Do recycling programs charge fees for recycling 
electronics? 



Most portable devices can be dropped off and recy- 
cled at no cost. But some items, such as TVs and some 
monitors, will generally cost to recycle. 



QCan a recycling program haul away the old product 
when they deliver the new one? 

A Yes, some local electronics retailers will remove your 
old appliance or TV — at no charge — when you buy a 
replacement and have it delivered. 
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GLIMPSE AROUND THE CORNER 



A Peek At The Digital Future 




Home Control Products 



While we have not yet arrived at the 
point where we have completely self- 
running, self-maintaining, remotely 
controlled homes, we're getting very, 
very close: It's now possible to mon- 
itor, automate, and remotely control 
many of the functions of your home 
and its appliances. Well take a look at 
some of the possibilities. 

Security 

Your home is indeed your castle, and 
we all want to keep our castles safe. 
One way to do so is to ensure that you 
can control who enters your home. 
Another is to monitor your premises 
even when you're not there. These 
days, both are easy to do. 

You can equip your home with 
digital locks that can secure or 
open doors on a specific schedule, 
in response to a predetermined se- 
quence entered at the lock's keypad, 
or when you use an Internet-based 
control panel to instruct them to lock 
or unlock. Other sensors can protect 



your home — whether or not you're 
present — by signaling a break-in and 
communicating with security or law 
enforcement personnel. 

In addition, a variety of wired or wire- 
less cameras can easily be integrated 
into your home control network. 
Images from those cameras can be 
routed to your computer or to a por- 
table device, such as a smartphone, 
over the Internet; that makes it easy 
for you to check on your home while 
you're at work, on the road, or on 
vacation — while at the same time 
ensuring that no one else can view 
those images. You'll also find select 
TVs that can support camera trans- 
missions, and some can even display 
transmitted images in pop-ups or in 
picture-in-picture windows while you 
enjoy a show or movie. 

Convenience & 
Efficiency 

No one likes coming home and dis- 
covering that there's been a power 



failure and as a result, fridge contents 
have gone to waste, the electric water 
heater is full of cold water, or that 
other important home mechanisms or 
appliances have spent the day sitting 
idle. The new generation of digital 
controls and computerized reporting 
mechanisms can make your home 
into an intelligent extension of your 
wired or wireless home network, 
communicating throughout the home 
and, if you like, across the Web. You 
can install sensors to detect and in- 
form you about water leaking from a 
broken pipe or a burst water heater 
or to monitor your power: If there's 
ever a power failure or a flood, you're 
alerted as soon as it happens — no 
more spoiled food surprises, and no 
more frozen pipes. 

In addition to avoiding costly food 
spoilage due to a power failure, 
you can manage and monitor your 
home's temperature and humidity, 
remotely or automatically control- 
ling your thermostats and keeping 
track of your power usage and costs. 
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A Peek At The Digital Future 




Today's home control systems can 
turn individual outlets on or off 
to help conserve energy and can 
even help control devices that you 
wouldn't normally think of as intel- 
ligent, such as appliances and 
window shades. 

Most of this automation can take place 
without you having to string wires all 
over the place. Instead, many devices 
use wireless transmissions to commu- 
nicate with each other, with computer- 
ized control programs, and with you. 
There's no complicated programming 



and no cables to run or maintain. 

Start Simple 

One easy way to experience intel- 
ligent home control is to purchase 
a starter kit. Because today's home 
control devices are modular and 
wireless — many of them utilize a 
standardized control system called 
Z-Wave — you can start out simple, 
perhaps just adding remote control 
to your lights, saving money and en- 
ergy by programming them to shut 
off when you're at work and turn on 



when you return. It's easy to then add 
more functionality to that basic setup, 
including temperature monitors, alarm 
systems, locks, and more. 

You're In Control 

Home control technologies are all 
about giving you the ability to orga- 
nize and manage what happens in and 
around your home, and today's new 
tools make that simpler than ever. 

by Rod Scher 



Schlage LiNK: 




The Answer To Your Home Management Needs 


"I" he team at Schlage have been 
1 for over 90 years, so they knc 


securing homes and offices automatically and remotely. (You can even set up a lock 
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Get The Gift Dad Really Wants 

Tech Gifts Perfect For Dad 

Father's Day is just around the corner. Show dad how 

much you appreciate him by heading to your local CE 

retailer for all the tech gifts he's been dreaming of. 



14.1 MP Samsung NX! 00 
Digital Camera 

With a new digital camera, Dad can 
capture all of his favorite memories. This 
camera supports interchangeable lenses 
and can record 720p HD video. 

$549.99 (SKU: 24661 11) 



Sonocaddie 
V300 Plus 
Golf GPS 









Toshiba 1TB External 
Hard Drive 

Whether your dad is a music, photo, or 
video buff, hell need plenty of storage 
space for his hobby. This 1TB external 
hard drive has a USB 3.0 connection 
for fast transfer speeds. 

$119.99 (SKU: 1314131) 



Help dad improve his golf game with 
this golf GPS that features preloaded 
information on more than 16,000 U.S. 
courses and can store up to 1 00 of 
your personal courses and score cards. 

$199.99 (SKU: 2506446) 

Tasco Spacestation 
Refractor Telescope 

Don't just have a star named for your 
dad; let him see it with this 70mm tele- 
scope, which features a 3X Barlow lens 
for 660X magnification. 

$99.99 (SKU: 9123511) 



Jabra Bluetooth 
Speakerphone 

With a Bluetooth speakerphone in his car, 
dad can keep both hands on the wheel 
and drive more safely. This model features 
noise reduction and automatically turns 
off after a period of inactivity. 

$59.99 (SKU: 9540231) 





Tom Tom GO*2535 M 
LIVE GPS 

Cater to your dad's sense of adventure 
by giving him a portable GPS unit. This 
model features a 5-inch touchscreen, 
text-to-speech and voice prompts, and 
more than 7,000 points of interest. 

$349.99 (SKU: 2192093) 
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Capture It Ml." 



OLYMPUS 




RUGGED HAS 

MET ITS MATCH. 



Tough as nails! The Shockproof, Wat 
Freezeproof, Crushproof, Dustproof TG-810 is the 
ultimate rugged camera for outdoor enthusiasts and 
explorers alike. Take stunning 3D photos and record 
HD movies while skiing down mountains, swimming 
through coral reefs or even biking over trails. And 
with an on-board GPS and Electronic Compass, 
you'll be able to track the location of all your 
adventures on and off the beaten path. 



NEW! 



Technology: 





Eye-Fi 



Additional Technology: 
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THE POWERFULLY 
SIMPLE PEN." 
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l-SLR packed i 
small, portable camera body. Compatible, optional and 
interchangeable lenses let you improve your shooting. The 
E-PL1 comes with the 14-42mm lens, but if you want to get 
closer to the action and capture shots from far away, the 
40-1 50mm 14.0-5.6 telephoto lens offers astonishing 
magnification with excellent picture quality. 

- In-Body Image Stabilization stabilizes every lens for 
crisp, clear images 

Built-in pop-up flash to illuminate your shots 
Amazing pro D-SLR image quality 

Switch from still photos to HD Video at a touch of a button 

- Six in-camera art filters let you use creative 
photo and video effects, such as 

Pop Art and Gentle Sepia # M^^ 
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